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TO M. IOHN IVXON, 


CITIZEN OF THE FAMOYS 


CITIE OF LONDON, AND HIS 
| | fiue children, whom! loue! in n x 


STEPHEN DENIsoN wiſherh increaſe ofall truc hap-· 
_ and eee, 


| ker fund bath bene my purpo aſe along time, 
to pine ſome publicke r before 1 die, of 
[| your lone and bindueſſe ſkewed vnto me : and con- 
* AAtring that God hath offered ſuch an opport uni- 
22 tieas this, I thought I coul not do leſſe, then to 
teſtifie my thankefulneſſe unto you, and to giue 

| Geds Churchan e es tobleſſe God for you, and to remem- 
ber you and yours in their prayers, I do e that you haue 
bene ,andſo onto this day you do remains, the Far friend 
and benefattor, which. hitherto I haue found vpon the 
earth. Ton and jour worthie wife now deceaſſed were the good Shu- 
nemites, which pane me the firſt conſtant entertainiment in this Ci- 
tic. Tons care ouer me hath bene great, your faithfulneſſe true , and 
ie to me not little. I amperſwaded God will bleſſeyou for 
it, and that Gods deare people will lone you for it ; and for mine one 
part I ſhall ſtil remains in your debt, to pray for you, & to de you the 


beſt ſpirituall good that I cant 9 e ou of @ 8 | 
be 


wife, and me of a deare friend, w—_—_— he Lord is 

knowetb what is beſt. Comfort your ee. by 
the ſound ch you had, 7 en" 3 vertwons life: 
and remembe en FRe teares from you * 
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death 
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death, to wit, hat a great coef bal Fyur ſau ſhe li- 
; wed. Remember aſo with comfort thaſ were 
b e bh nl Ll 2 elfe. 1 


| of che children in vertue aud ſtayedueſſe: 


an haue a great miſſe of her many 2 but the conſidera- 
Ne 2 vndoubt ed bappmeſſe, muſt comfort you concermag t hat 
miſe. 2 aa you to make a goed je of her viſitation and death; let 


| your omne mortd'ttie te prepare for it in due time, to works out your 
owne ſaluation withfeare and wen, # Get oyle into your veſſel! 
whileſt you haue time, that ſo you be reach when the Bride- 


a word or two to your beloned children, 
You M. John [uxon thefirſt borue, let me exhort you to flie the 


member yo mr Creator in the dayes of your youth, Learne with Ti- 
mothy x. "mt the S of a child: as your are the fir 


Tux e 


it mouie yon to renem your conenant with God, and to be mizafull o of | 


groome cometh to enter in with him. And now giue me leaue to ſpeak_ 


Inſts and vanities of youth, and giue your mind vnto _goodneſſe: re- | 


| A * 


r o the ref 


go of you, Your tender father reioyceth in yon, and 


inen onto you, for the God: be car 
ns Primers 1 Ed be obedient to your 
| this is the dle duty of man, as Salomon th Bcd 12. Aud 
ot herwiſe; i you will not hearken vnto this, then mut I ſay with ie 
| [ame Salomon: Reioyce & youg man in thy youth, and let thine heart 
cheere thee in the dayes of thy youth and walke in the wayes of thine 


5 


preached, and to reade the ſame in 


. be 5 to practiſe 


Tec propheſier whi fires | 
is in ſome meaſure begunne in you; preps . + Thope good 


of you therefore be you | 
9 * 1 — „ not to turn 
the grace of God into wantonneſſe: ve e:vſe that c eee ; 


. er. But know thou Fee 


things God will bring thee into iuage ment. Eccleſ. 1 ex 
And you miſtris Elizabeth Iuxon, let me put yon in mind, that 
45 you beare the name of your vertuous mot her ſo ou would be Care- 


falroollwbe goal ſteps : be you diligent 10 beare Gods word , 
private enery day; meditarethat 
that which you 
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2 1 To 78 TY 4 


e 
To the Reader. 


Pa: ſtians, for the markes which Ae ſiſter 
INVELE; 7 | dece? 


well to ſatisfie the religious re — 
y brethren” in this thing, as by m 


Markes. H therefore Io 


1 5 — 


rm, Wade Reader, | have dons eocdedingly | 
//. importuned, and that by many worthy Chri- | 


deft behind her. I could not tell | 


publicke for why common good both the's, Sermon and wel 
to thy Chriſtian conſide- 
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e I A . eee. vani tie 1 
|-. ſomenights a; appointed for me: when I E I 
ſay, when ſhall Tariſe, and the night be gone? and i am 


| 5 eee and fro, unte the Ange. | 


N che bree chis Chapter he ho- 
W 1y man ob lay one a generall po- 
5171 nee pg day Nah lag 
Wan are like tot es © 
B and this pofition he laboureth to make 
ent or nex 2 that 
' by declaring wherein the iſon ſtandeth be- | 
L |rweenerhe dayes of an hireling and the dayes of mor · 8. if 
tall man, in theſe 2 As ſeruant earneſt. | 1 
y defireth the ſhadow;and as #% hireling lo eth fur the re. „ 
ward of hit worte, ſo am 8 to poſſe Te or —. of | 
ua nity, ami wear 5 are e or me, (76. 
eee [24 49915 4 1011 22 7! 1 
Nou tbis text is for the matter of ita Janjentable 
complaint uherein for order and methods ſake ve may 
iabe notice oftwo points, firſt of the perſon complai- 
ni ede eee ee Secondly, of the 
matter ofthe complaint chic is twofold. Ff, forthe 
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and 1 am 


| 


ſinfull obiects. And indeed my deare Chriſtian brethte, 


* — — ct at. — — 


and ſuch lite: for 7ob indeed was none of this curſed 


— LIT 20. TE — — | 


+ themoneths of vanitie. Secondly, for the tedi- 
cmitic of his paine, inthereſt of the | 


- 


- w 
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en 155 | 1 5 are PT IIS 
I ke n n allT ati, and the night be one? | 
full of Poſſings to and fro unto the 3 of 


Som I made to posſſe the moneths of vanitie. It may | 


_— 


here be demanded in tlie fuſt place, what is eant in 
theſe sby vanſty. Vnto which iuſt demand for the | 


clearthg of the text, I anſwer, that this word warty is 
taken in two ſences in holy Scriptures, viz. ſometimes | 
forthe vanity of ſiane, and ſo it isvſcd in Plalme 119 

37. where Dauid intreateth the Lord to turne back his 
os from beholding vanit / that is, from beholding | 
fin is iuſtly ſtyled by the name of vanity, for there is no 
_ the vanity of ſin. For how vajne a practiſe it is 
for a little momentanie pleaſure, and for a modicum of 
tranſitory profir, that a man or woman fhould ſet the 
ory of God, the merirs of Chriſt, the kingdome of 
eaten and their owne ſaluation to ſale, I Ieaue it to 
your one conſcience to iudge. But for my one part, 
eſteeme wilfull and deſperate ſinners to be the moſt 
vaine and fooliſh people in the world. But concetning 
this kind of vanitie Job doth not ſpeake in this place: for 


it is not meant that Job had ſpent his moneths in the va- 
nity of finne;as they do which ſpend their precious time 
in pricking and pinning, and painting and pampering, 
in running to ſtage playes, in of tauerns and 


alchouſes , in proſecuting of lary ſuites at law, | 


crew: but he hui perfect and vprigbi, and one that feared 
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of him in the ficſt chap. of this booke, a the firſt verſe: 
yea this bleſſed Job was ſuch a man, as that there was 


| originall, nights of labour. To this I anſwer : job endu- 
red three things in the nights, the which three things 


r 


O FOMBE-STONE: 
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Go4,andeſchuedeaill, as God himſelſe giues'reftimony 


none like him in all reſpects in the whole world, at the 


ſecond chapter and third verſe of this holy booke.” 

VM Wemultnoterhereforeand obſerue, that the word 
vanity is taken alſo in Scripture ſpr the vanity of a fa- 
ding condition; and ſo itis vſed in Plal.144-4. 


ec to vanity”: that is to à fading condition. And thus 


the word vanity is vſed J preſent text: I haue had 


concrete; orvanity for vaniſhing. tt 
Lud weariſome nights. Here it may be inquired 
what it was that Job endured in the night, for the which 
he termes his nights weariſome nights, or, as it is in the 


made his nights the nights of labour and vnreſt. 
Firſt ,-he endured fearefull dreames _—_ „ 2s 


her good or euill. The want 
2 is very tedious , but 


horror is much more grieuous. 


Aerc it 
is ſaid, Man is like to vanity, his dayes are likes ſhadow 
that vanifheth:;and Rom. &. a0. Th creature is made ſub- 


48 an inheritance the moneths of vanity, that is, vaniſning 
and fading moneths; the abſtract being put for the 
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leaſt in his age and time. For ſo it is ſaid of him in the 
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| 1 THE MONUMENT,” 

be ic ſecond thing which lob endured in the night 
in as well as by day, it was angviſh of mind and trouble of 
| | conſcience : For his calamitie was heauier then the ſand | 
of the ſea, the arromes of God Almightic were within him, 
the poiſon thereof drunke wp his ſpirit, yea the terrors of 
| | God ſet themſelues inaray againſt him, Iob 6.2.3.Andthis | 
* as matter of ſore labour ; for as Salomon ſaith, 4 man \ 
will beare his infirmitje, but a wounded ſpirit , who can | 
1 bears Prou. 18. 14. : 
3 3. Thethirdching which 4ob;endurcd in the night, 
79s was extremitie of paine in the bodie, expreſſed by verie 4 
| N grjcuous and dolefull eee he lay domne, he ſaid, | 
1 ben ſpall I ariſe, and the night be gone ? Gd he was full 
| or as it is in the originall, he Md his belly full of toſſings | | 
WW ta and fro to t he me of the day. And there is none 

Ft which haue had . = of extremitie of ſickneſſe, 
EY. | 9095 hope they will eaſily acknowledgoybat extremiric 
| of paine isa ſore labour. | . 
ES. - | b. much forthe cearingot the meaning of the ; 
" 4þ | wor : 
| -. Now peſene we come to the doftrine and inſtru- 
- | Aious, one maine queſtion may be moued concerning 
the ractiſe of lob in complaining, whether he did — 
or ill in it? And to this I anſwer, that in many thin 
LE | ſinned in the matter of complaint, asi#cur/ivg the 
FI. of bis birth, lob. 3. and in defiringfor anguiſh —.— 
1 -] off bef fore bartime. lob6.9. and chuſing to be ſftrangled- | 
FS | waslikewiſe a great ſinne in him, Iob 7.15. But in theſe 
* words in the text, I take it that ib did not mainly finne, 
= »* (howbeit Ldonotexcuſehim alto from nfirrwj- 
| | tie,) but for his words vſed, they are warrantablezas for 
+5 6. bs beet Aection, Bc Ps, | 
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ioyned with theſe limitations. 


gainſt God, but rather with a patient ſubmitting to his- 


RR n SET * e — i Ah 
o OR TOMBE-STONE. 
leaue it to God that know es it. 1383 
You will then demand, Is it lawfull for ſuch as are in 
diſtreſſe to complaine? 76: 12 


To this I anſwer, that all complaint is not ſinfull. 
Dauid complained in the ſixt Plalme, that his ſoule was 
ſore troubled, and yet he ſinned not. Hezechiah mourned 
like a dout in his ſickneſſe, Eſay 38.14. and yet for that is 
not ity to be reproued. 

But law full complaint in time o 


Firſt it muſt not be with murmuring or repining a- 


fextremitie muſt be 


bleſſed will: ſo that though we do declare our griefe, 
yet we muſt be content to endute it, in obedience to 
God; and we muſt learne of Chriſt, to ſay, F thou wilt 
that I ſhall drinke of this cup tb will bedo ne. 
Secondly, our complaint muſt not be to the weak - 
ning of our faith: we muſt ſo complaine, as that ſtill we 
boldfa faſt ſome ground of ioy. For indeed 3 to 
teioyce cuermoreʒ and we ſhould not mourne without 
hope as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. | 
Thirdly, our complaints muſt be moderate; for there 
is buta time to mourne. We ought to find time, as well 
for the declating of Gods mercies which we hane re- 
ceiued, as to expteſſe our griefes, or elſe we ate great- 
ly vnthank full. 18 
Thus much for the meaning. Now come we, by 
Gods permiſſion and aſſiſtance, to collect ſuch do. 
Qrines & inſtructions as may make for our edification. 
Auneibis of vanitie. Where note we, that 7ob ſpea· 


> 


0 4 


1 


king ol his life, doth not terme his moneths,moneths of 
certaintie, as though he had a leaſe of his life, but 
„ moneths 
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monerhs of vanitie, as implyiug that Mans life & very 


fraile and ſubiecũ to waniſh awey. And indeed there is no- 


thing more fraile, and more vncertaine. For this cauſe 
| the Seripturecomparceth our liues to things that ate ve- 


ry inconſtant: as ſomtimes to graſſe, which in the mor: 


ning 4 flouriſheth and groweth, and in the eueninę is cut 


done and withercth, Pial. 9o. 55. And ſometime to 
a vapour which appeareth for a very little time, and af. 
terwards vaniſheth away, Iam. 4. 14. Sometime to a 


of the webbe vnto the other. Somtime to ſmołe, which 


is driuen away and diſperſed with euery wind or blaſt, 


Pfalme 102. 3. Sometime to aſhadow which declineth, 
Pſal. 102.1 » And ſometime to vanity irſelfe, as in . 


text. A 


of this frailty from time to time, and therefore haue 
made account of ſhort life. Hence it is that Abraham 


in his perfe health termeth hinſelſe duſt; and aſhes; 
1.18.27. Hence it is that Dauid ſaith, that his bfe is 
— in 115 hand, Pſal. 119.109. Hence it is that Paul 
ſaith, I am rcadie to be deliuercd,and the time 
tures at band, 2. Lim. 4.6. Hence it is that t Cburch 
faith „e baue here no abidin 12 Heb. 13. 14. And 
hence it is that ſo many faithfull Chriſtians Jo 15 ordi- 


narily remember their mortalitie and their graue hen 
they lie done in their bes. 


indeed yerie experience, 45 dach unden 
mans l eis foal le. For do we not ſee yong men die as 
well as oldꝰ Do we not ſee 


ö 


weavers ſhuttle, which quickly paſſeth from one ſide | 


Gods C WY and people! haue taken diligent notice | 


k 
5 e I. 4 


men die as well as 
weake ? Do. wenot ic) fin die as well as fooliſh? 


* lea ee Wee die as well as * 
550 
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Vea there is none, rich or poore, high or low, noble or 
meane, which can promiſe himſelfe to live forthe ſpace 
of one poore houre. Fend: 
Againe, our lives muſt needs be fraile and vncer- 
raine, in teſpect of the manifold dangers whereunto 


to infinite diſeaſes, as to the peſtilence, to the burning 
feuer, to conſumptions, to the gout, to the ſtone, to the 
dropſie, to the bloudie iſſue, and to innumerable other, 


Secondly, they are ſubiect to the ſtroke of Angels; 
to the layings in waite of enemies, yea to Gods imme- 


diate ſtroke. 
Thirdly, they are ſubiect to many ſodaine accidents. 


It they trauell by land, they are ſubiect to be taken by 


theeues and robbers, and to be left for dead. If they ride, 
they are ſubiect to fall from their horſes , and to bteałe 


they are ſubiect to grow into weakneſſe. Ifthey ſit in 
their houſes, diſeaſes . vpon them by much ſit- 
ting. If they walke abroad 

uer their heads and vnder their feete, and before them, 
and behind them; and at their right hand and at their 
left, do attend and wait vpon them, and therefore how 
fraile is the life of man? i cl: 

-\- Yea but ſome poſſibly. will obiect and ſay, Do we 
not ſet ſome. men and women to liue long? Do not 
ſome in our age attaine ſeuentie yeates, ſome oightie 
yeares, ſomeninetieycaresſame an hundrethꝰ and may 
not I hope to liue: as long astheꝰꝛꝰ/ 
Ido not 6 thee long 


7 


K 


| they are continually ſubiect. For ſirſt, they are ſubie | 


theit neckes. If they trauell on foote, they are ſubieqt᷑ to 
take immoderate heate. Ifthey eate, they are ſubict to 
take ſurfet, though they cate neuer ſo litibe. Athey faſt, 


a thouſand dangers both o- 
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THE MONUMENT, | 


*. | ſtrengrh,in the verie floure of his age, is altogether vani. 


ic is not the ſafeltcoutſe my Chtiſtian brother, to make | 


moiſlened with marrow? Reade 


But 


vpon the earth ; thou thy life be neuer ſo fraile, 


account of, or to expect long life. For i they which are 
ſtrong, liue vntill ſeuentie or eightie yeares, yet we find 
by experience, that there be a great many which neuer 
ſee fortie, ſome which neuer fee thirtie, ſome which 
neuer ſec twentie, ſome which neuet ſee ten. 


Tea but ſome, it may be, will further obiect and ſay, | 
I am ſtrong and luſty , I am yong, ot in my beſt yeares, 
I find no decay in my body; and therefore hat tcaſon 

haue Ito looke for death? dit . 2 

Alas poore ſoule, whoſoeuer thou art, thou art too 

prone to deceiue ihy ſelfe. Haſt thou never read , that 

Ilan in his beſt eſtate, that is, in his beſt yeares,in his beſt 


| 
ö 
, 
| 


tief Reade Plalme 39.5. and it will teach thee, Haſt thou | 
neuer read what 7b ſaith in his 21. Chapter and 23. 
T 
ſtrength, his breaſts being full of mill, and his bonesheing 

—— be not 


incredulous, but beleeuing. | | 
Now hauing proued the truth of thispoint, to wit, that 
the life of man is very fraile and vncertaineʒ and hauin 
anſwered the Obiections which might be made again 
the ſame : it remaineth now to make application of that 
which hath bene deliuered. And a threefold vie we may 


male of this our frailtie; to wit, an vſe ofReproofe, an | 


vſe of Iaſtruction, and an vſe of Comfort. An vie of re- 
proofe. And it may reproouediuers. Firſt, ſuch as make 


x? - „ 
1 - 
„ 
_— * . 


acouenant with death, the euill day farre from 
— — think in their hearts, that though a ſcourge 


and paſſe through the whole land; yct it ſhall hor 
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| | iotethemoreſafe, becauſe of thy ſecurities? No verily. 
For when thou ſhalt ſay, Peace and ſafetie, then ſball there 


| libertie, and are themſelues the bondſlaues of corrup- 


it were in them to tecouet health at their pleaſure, when 


| nands. — . 
The ſecond vſe is an vſe of Inſtruction: for conſide- 


- — - 2 
n * * eatoon * 1 * 
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come neare them. Alas poore ſoule, whatpriulledge 
haſt thou to eſcape mote then any other? att thou any 


come pon thee ſodaine deſtructiun. As Paul ſaith, 1. 
Theſſ.5. 8 PS ' 
Secondly, this may ſerue to teprooue ſuch as immo- 
derately do ſeełe after wealth, being as vnſatiable in ſee- | 
king riches , as if they and their children were not mor. 
tall, but immortallʒ as if indeed they were to ſiue here al- | 
wayes, and were to make prouiſion for an earthly eter- | 


thou ſay, It = ks vaine man, thou prouideſt with 
the danger of thy ſoule for many ycares, when it may 
be this night thy ſoule ſhall be taken from ther, andthen 
whoſe ſhall theſe riches be w 
therede r 
Thirdly, it may małe for the iuſt reproofe of them 
which labour — ade others that they ſhall liue 
long. Theſe are like vnto them which promiſe others 


ians are too blame, which 


tion. And in this many 
iſes to their patients, as though 


wil make ſuch large 


as in the meane time the poore patient dieth vadertheir | 


nitie. O fooliſn and filthy couctouſneſſe! when wilt 


hich thou haſt vniuſtily ga- | 


ing that mans life is thus fraile, therefore hence we 


muſt not haue high conceits of our ſelues: either muſt 


we aſtectthe too much pampering and pranking * the | 
23TH X 2 EY 3 c Ye 1, 


— — be humbled in our ſelucs. We muſt 
remember we are but duſt and aſhes, and therefore we| 
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| ouſly to day ʒ it may be thou art now pranking thy ſelfe 
in ptide and in ſtrange attire, or painting thy face with 


earth, earth, earth, heare the word of the Lord; humble 


Secondlyahe conſideration of our frailtie muſt teach 


it is called to day, to call our ſelues to a ſectet examina- 


Thou inlet thou mayeſt do this ſoone 


old, how doeſtthou know that God will give thee re- 


| to lay vp for our ſelues 


body. Alasjer may be thou art feeding nicely and curi- | 


ſeſabel; and before to morrow thou maiſt be dead. O 


hy ſelfe before the Lord, in confideration of thy 
mortalitie. Ifthou wilt not humble thy ſelfe, thou haſt | 
inſtcauſe to feare thatthe Lord will humble thee and 
bring thee low. 


vs, not to deferre or put off our repentance : but whileſt 


tion of our wayes and courſes, to humble our ſelues for 
them, to renew our couenants with God of our obe- 
dience a nd to tutne from the power of Sathanto God. 
when 
thou art old: but how doeſt thou know, whether thou 
ſnalt liue to be old, or no ? Or ſuppoſe thou liue to be 


— — 
—_ 


— 


at the laſt, hen thou haſt hardened thine 
againſt him by thy fins? Therefore , whileſt it is 
called to day, either now turne or neuer, either now re 
pent or periſh. Either ſeeke the Lordintime whileſt he | 
may be found, or clſencuerſceke him. 
Kip -— an < the conſideration of our frailtie muſt teach 
vs, firſt to ſecke Gods e and righteouſneſſe, and 
ood foundation againſt the 
time to come. Wemultlabour to be rich in fach bat 
when death comes vpon vs, we may not ſlauiſhly feare 
it, but rather chearefully embrace it as a moſt welcome 
meſſenger.leis lamentable to ſee what paines men take 
rogor to 8 labour for the obtaining oftheic | 


L | luſts 
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maine altogethex voide of care how thi 
— Gnas awake, 


—— 


come, whether ic he for or woe, it ĩs eternall, 
and without end. Th ſtriue and tale pairs to 
enter in at the ſtraite gate. We ſinde by ence, 
things of value in the world, to wit, riches and honours, 
and high places, 

meanes vſed: and ys we thinke that ſauing grace, and 
| Gods kingdome will be obtained without great ſtri- 
Let no man or woman deceiue the 
therighteouswhich labour hard iti the vſe of meanes, 
as in hearing, in reading, 


835 
arab ode la, very coldly 


ly ? Surdlyi ſuch, valeſſe heyincadehici 
———ů— which is the glorious 


deadin che way before they halfe reach home. 
The third and laſt vſe is for comfort and-conſola- 


tion. For conſidering that mans life is ſo fralleʒ there. 
fore firſt it may excombotroſuchavendre ex 


here, it is but bot a ſborttimez — — 


are not attained without great 


for if 
in the vſe of the 


kiagdome of heauen. They will be found like caveller | 


luſtsand vnſatiable deſires, and in themeanetime re- 
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; Jeaſeith the Spirit they 
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| a begger as were in poſſibility euery houre to be aduan | 
| ced to a kingdome?, And how much more admirable is 


| cinuall poſſibilitie to be aduanced to ſuch an eſtate, as 
| neither eye hath ſeene ; nor earebath beard , neither canit 


4 


| Which eſtate Gods children more affect then 


| 43.4 LaIT 


| Secondly, the conſideration of ſhortneſſe of lite, 
way be matter of conſolation and-comfort vnto ſuch 
| as beleeue; for now their ſaluatiotiis nearer then when | f 
they began to belecue. What knodeſt thou, but that 

— a a ſtep betweene thee and heauen? Thou art 
here this yeare, thou maieſt he in heauen befote the 
next thou art here this moneth, thou maieſt be with 
Chriſt before the next. Vea thou art here to day, thou 
maieſt be in bliſſe beſote to morrow. O thriſe happie 
eſtate ! How would men admite the happineſſe of ſuch 


* 


the eſtate of euery true Chriſtian , ho ſands in con- | 


[uſſtciently enter into ihe heart of mar to concriuef 1. Cor. 
en 1120 Dntfiidalentg „ hougted 
+1, Thirdly , the conſideration of our ſhortneſſe of life | 
may.comfortall ſuch faithful Chriſtians as do deſire 4 
to be freed ſrom ſinne. Thougb Sathan and che world, 
and their own cortuptions, do diſquiet them ſor a time, 
yet they ſnall not alwayes diſquiet them. Death will 
come and that quickly, and then thou ſhalt ſinne no 
more, neither (halt thou be tempted to ſinne any more, 
but thou ſhalt be like vnto anelect Angell, yea like vn - 
to Ieſus Chtiſt in perfect holineſſe a —— 
2 4 
fect the veric happineſſe or ioyes of — | 
much forthe firſt doctrine. 13111 33.9197 enoiÞifils 112153 
* — oiſerne'we inthe next 
place, That afflictions ſanciifitd arr un eſpecial! meanes to 
mai or woman to 4 cleure fight of the vanitie of 


bring' 


8 


} earthly. 


| 


| 


| cothevanitic ofcarthly delights, yet in aſfliction and 


old age they ſhall attaine the fight of the vanitie of theſe | 


\ 
) 
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Me — . 


|| earthly things. 1b being greatly afflicted; uod having | 
hieaffliftion fanQified vato him, was — ergy, 
the bottome of his aſflition'to ſee that his moneths 


were but vanitie. And the like may be ſaid of Dauid, 
who 
con 


being ſicke and weake, obtained withall an holy 


that Sa | 
time. 1. King. i. 3 3. The like we reade of Narri in 2. 


nour and pꝛeferment in his Court; he conſidering with 


kings offer. And thus many Chriſtians which in time 
of healch did too muchaffect ticlies and honours, and 
fineneſſe ia apparell, afterwards in tine of ſickneſſe 
come toſee the vanitie of all theſe. — — 
lamon ſpealeth wel in Eccleſiiz. . that in old 

is a labor ious affliction ofic ſelfe he daug 
[hall bo 
youth, 


ot women ſtand too much affectionated 


things. So that afflictions are like vnto the clay where- 
withthe blind mans eyes were annointed in the Goſ- 
pell; and whereby he came to attaine his ſight, which 
fore he wanted. Vea afflictions are like chryſtall 


j 


: 
4 


j 


ſpeftacles, whereby Chriſtians are helped much in the 
diſcerning anddiſcouering of earthly vanity. Yu 561 
And 


rempreucn of his very kingdome, and was content 
— — euen in his life 


Sam. 19.33 34. who hen David offered him great ho- 
himſelle that he was now prowne very old, refuſed the 


age, which | 
ebters df ſinging | 


22 health and 


flictions finde by experiencethe helpleſneſſe of earthly | 


e be two teaſons for the euidencing of | 1-Reaſon, 
clearing of the truth ofthis point, to wit, That 4 


ſantiified are ſpociall helpes to bring to ſight the vanity of | 
r a.. 
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grace: now the 


ia their veſſels, then treaſure in ibeir coffers. And the 


ndtharthey 

y may die » ves. nie get fot any 
— — ar ——— 
and „ may — —— 


de, How vaine, 6 
mares do Inow finde theſe things, vpon the which for- 


diy (toole that I was) 5 — doted, and ſet my 


find alſo by euident experience; unity venities,va 
nity of vanities, all is vanity, Eocleſ. 1.2. 


come tothe . of the excellencie of true ſaving 
can value one dramme of faith aboue 


gold; now they had rather haue oyle 


many talents 


more that any one is brought to the ſight of the true 
worth of grace, the more they are braught withall to 
the ſight ofeatthily vanitie. Do I ſee the price of heauen? 
Then I ſee the baſeneſſe of the eatth. Dol ſee the en 
cellency of the — — my Lord ꝰ Then 
ſeeallother mann count them to be 
Ves but — ie 


of themſe lues, and cannot profi 
Vnto whom I anſwer, that afflictions 
the workingof Gods 


nbd fine 
— — o value; 


haue afflitions as well as Chri 
whit bettered by 


way lie in paine and miſerie, 


wind Beholdnow I ſee and ſay with the Preacher, 281 


Secondly, in ſanctified afſlictions men and women 


| 


Ne, N 
chat afflictions are more like to driue vs from God then | 


to bring vs vnto him, and that afflictions are n 
„ 


which is the reaſon that though . — Infidels 
yet they are no 
their tions | — indeed — 
afl tions arenot ſanctiſied vnto then. And the ke 
„ e e eee For 


the 


| 


| 


| 
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flictions, or 


8 0 TOMBE-STONE: 


— 
A 


ego yas TAI eaves 

So chat we put not this vertue ol b 
of carthly vanitie, in the — 
mote then we alcribe the recouery of the blind m mans 
ſight vnto the clay where with his eyes were annointed. 
But this we affirme, that afſlictions ſanctiſied, that is, 
afflitions ioyned with the worke of Gods - Spirit, ate 


excellent meanesro bring to the ſight of earthly vanitie. 
Lea had it not hene for aſflictions ſanctified, there be 


many now in heauen which had neuer come there, And 


had it not bene for afflictions — — 
in then whichhadnotknowne (as they —— 
what had belonged to the turning from the power of 


Satan to God. And therefore as I —— te may 
not too much be aſcribed toafflictions: ſol would fore- 


warte men to take heede 


— — — experi 
enced Chriſtiaus, which do ingenuouſſy acknowledge 
— — 


1435 | ho 24.77 i 03 JI. 


be deſired and; 


hatddopmey tate; inadeybe 


— © 
Tothis I anfwer,thatas we are ootroxcopdition with 
God that he would 
but we muſt ceferrequr 
not to haſten afflictions vpon out ſelues: and the rather 


becauſe we know nat hat ability we haue to beare af- 
baue io male the right 


ricoſehro, We de indeed pray detifaldifwions be 
pon 


* 


—_— 
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touch vs wich any affliction, | 
to his will z ſo we are 


| 
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vs they may be ſanctiſied vnto vs, and it is an holy 
9 neceſſatie prayer: but to ptay chat Cod would 
— —— — ſauour 
too much of ouerweening our oune ſtrength. And if | 
s — for their preſumptuous practiſe ſhall alledge the 
e of Daujd in Plalme 6. i. that he prayed, not to 
— corrected in Gods wrath, whereby he ſeemeth to be / 
content that Cod ſhould ſcourge him, ſo that it were * 
not in his furie: to this l anſwer, that ſuch know not of | 
what ſpirit they are which tlius reaſon. For art thou able 
to male as g — — David was? Itrow 4 
not; Secondly, Dauid doth not abſolutely pray for af- 4 
would afflict | 
him, he prayeth that God would nor aſflict him in his 
 wrathand iy Therefore we conclude, that though | 


much good be wroughtbyafflictions;, yer dur affiQt | 


— 


- * 


flictions, but taking it as granted, that 


ons are not to be eee ene 0. 
But to come to the vſe — SCA thispoint? | 
—.— — vey we all meanes to 
Vs gbr van 70 
Theathis ſhould teach vs in the firſt | | 
_ of, and to admire the evan ar 


. For what is more 
| t. and bloud; to do 
_ — — — She when a man 
— — 
anity of it to ſee the happi-| 
neſſeof ches then —— there«| 
foregatundadmiradleis cheworke of ourg ood God: 
ina eee in the — ofaf-1; 
ich the Apoſtle, Rom. 11. | 

| 33. Ore phos S — 
know-| 


| o Ju: 


— — 


| knowledge of God © hom wi 


| | of our ſelues vnder the mighty 
_ |wiſeand: 


| Retz with ſuch as ſubmit themſelues, but if any teſiſt, 
he will ſurely cruſn them and male them tame. They | 
ſhall be ſure to gaine nothing by obſtinacy againſt | 


— 


| patience vndet the croſſe, and to a willing 


{obſtinatly againſt his very elect if they teſiſt his procee 
dings, as wo ſet in the example of ena how did Cod 


mn — 


hs * — 
_ — — 
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urchable are his Idgements, 

| and hir wayes paſt fndragoutli 14 lg nil alto 
|, Secondly;this conſideration of the f af: 
1 


fictions muſt be an eſpeciall meanes to. pet 
hand of G f 7 


* 
— — 


Phyſitian, he knoweth indeed what 

phyſicke is beſt for vs. We haue a great God to deale 
with when we are vader afflictions, and if we ſubmit. 
vnto him, he will raiſe vs vp. But if we walke ſtubburnly 
againſt him, he will walke ſtubburnly againſt vs. Gods 
| wrath is like to the thunder and lighinings, which com- 
monly hurt not ſoft and yeclding bodies, becauſe they 
do not reſiſt, but they exerciſe their force vpon ſtout 
oakes and iron locks and barres, & c. So God deales 


God, but incteaſe of their miſeries Yea God will walke 


echte lonus with winde and tempeſts , yea how did 
toſſe him into the ſeas, and plonged him into the hell 
of the whales belly, and neuer e ft him vntill he had 
brought him to ſubmit to go to Nineue? And ther 


| 


make a vertue of neceſſitiez that whighthou wy 

of neceſſitie, ſuffer ĩt with patienceand wi 
be the Lord aimeth at greater good towa 
thine aſfliction then thou art aware Of, And 


— © 


0 in 
asthou art content to receiue many a bitter | 
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. muſt i cy 
In the third place we examine our ſelues 
if nally 


ente God... 4870 20 


| 
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f 8 , tharis, for many nights together, — 


chat our afflictions 
Lord hath ſmitten vs, but we lune nu gricued, he bath con- 


9 Jug vs,but we haue refuſed to recerue correttion;we haue 


— — 
1 
with + 1 


ji whether: our af. 
us with vs or no via whether 


the . of the vanity of earth 
w- 


ings. If they haue, we may be petſwaded that 
viſto" vs: d we haue great tete be 


. Es. od 


But esu d, Gn neuer he 
better, we haue iuſt cauſe to be humbled, and to feare 
were neuer ſanctiſied vnto vs. The 


our faces harder then the rocke , we haue refuſed to 
knee as the Lord complaineth againſt the diſobe- 
dient Iewes, ere. 3.3. A r much for the ſecond 
Doctrine to wit, Thar afflictioms ſanttified, are | 
_ to bring v3.0 the, 2 the vanitic - of earthly 


„ Fainefalleghtr: Ora cit in the originall nights | 
labour. Whence obſerue we; That ee 
— chilaren of 2 eee ly 
Fe {1/21 ations, may be euou 

pained core for a night, por park but for 
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"come: abe 
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| plaine inthe fixrPlalme? Thar his bones were vexe 

that he was weary of hisgroning, that his eye was con- 
lumed with griefe: and in Pfalme 39.10. That be was 
conſumed by the blow of Gods hand: but eſpecially in 
Plalme 38. Where he ſaith, That the attowes of God 


That there was no ſoundneſſe in his fleſh, becauſe o 


cauſe of his finne. That his wounds did ſtinke, and were 
corrupt; that he was troubled and bowed downegreat- | 
ly. That he went mourning all the day. That his loynes 

were filled with a lothſome diſeaſe. That he was feeble 
and fore broken : thatheroared for the verie diſquiet- 
neſſe of his heart, &c. And the like we ſee in the Church, 
Lamen. I. I I. 2. where ſhe ſaith, Behold and ſee, if there be 
any ſorrow like onto my ſorrow, which is done unto me_, 


anger : from aboue bath he ſent fire into my bones, and it 
| preuaileth againſt them. Yea, what paines did Chriſt 
 himſelfe . in the Garden, when he ſweat water 


cried, iy God, n God, why haſt thou forſaken me? | ſup- 
poſe, that at that time the palnes of hell came about 
him, as it is ſaidin Pſal. 18.5. I ſuppoſe that then Chriſt 
deſcended into hell, when he felt the verie fire of Gods 
wrath in his ſoule for our ſinnes, when the Lord with. 
drew the light of his countenance, and left him to the 
| intollerable ſenſe and feeling of his indignation. Now 
| if Dauid, a man ſodeareto Cod: if the Church, bought 
with ſo deare a price: yea, if Chriſt Ieſus the Sonne of 
God, were leſt to this extremitie of paines: then it fol. 
loweth vndeniably, That Gods owne deare Saints and 


did ſticke faſt in him, and his hand preſſed him fore. | 


Gods anger: and that there was no reſt in his bones, be 


wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce | 


and bloudꝰ and what torment vpon the Croſſe, When he 
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1 


| children may be viſited with very grieuous paine and | 
ſickneſſe, with painfull ni 2 with nights of paine. | 
And for the proofe of the ſecond clauſe of the Do- 1 
arine, to wit, that Gods children may be viſited with 
. long and tedious ſickneſſes, as well as with extremitie of | 
r paine: conſider we ſitſt the example of Æaeas, who kept 
. . his bed, and was ſicke of dbepalleh er the ſpace of cight 


” 


OI 


a | yeates, Acts 9.33, Secondly,the example of the poote | 
LS |} man, Iohn 5. 5. who bad an infirmitic for the ſpace of | 
$2 'Y (eight andchirtie yeares, ly ing at the Poole of Betheſda. 
'Y Thirdly, the example of the faithfull woman, Luke 8. | 
1 43. who had an infirmitie twelue yeares together, and 
: had ſpent all her ſubſtance vpon Phyſitians, and could 
not be healed of any. Vea, as Saint Marke is bold to 
ſay, She was neuer the better for her tampering ſo much 
{with phyſtcke, but rather much the worſe, Mark.5.26. 
might be large in the proofe ofthis point, but I will 
ſabſtaine. Come we to the teaſons. 

FW | And there be many cauſes —_— God doth-thus 
FI }| heauily and tediouſly afflict his ſeruants. irc] 
. Reaſon, | Firſt, that hereby he might correct ſome remainder 
of dangerous corruption lurking in them, according to 
that in Eſay 27.9. Zy this ſhallthe iniquitie of Tacob be pur. 
ged; and this is all the fruite to take away his ſinne. Some 
of Gods children are ſub ect to ſpitituall pride, ſome to 
raſh anger, ſome to worldly mindedneſſe, ſome to inf 
delitie, ſome to neglect of the beſt things, ſome to dif: | 
contentedneſſe with their eſtate. And the Lord he lay- 
eth an heauic chaine vpon their loynes, to corre and 
mortifie their corruptions in them. And herein God 
dealech like a skilfull Goldſmith ʒ he caſteth his children 
| into ficrie afflictions; not becauſe he meanes vtterhy to 


9 . as caſt 


1 1 


_— 


— 
* 


| purpoſe 
pleaſures ofthewotld. And in this the Lord deales like 


ii. 


| ctionst 16 2 
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Vea the Lord afflicts for the triall 


| fore rriall offaich, to ſee if they willbeleeue agaioit 


0 TOMBE-S7 0 NE. 
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caſt them away; bot becuſe he meanceh to take th 
out more pure, and purged from their droſſe of ſinne: 


yea he fineth them ſvuenfold, that yet they may be . 


ure. 
k Secondly, God doth heauily afflict his peoples of 


e to weane them from the vaine delights and 


a nurſeʒ he annointeth the teates ofthe world with bit- 
terneſſe, to the end that his children ſacking them 
might deſite them no more. How came Jacob to Uiſtaſt 
and to forſake Labans family, but by the affliction which 
he found by the change of Labans countenance? Gen. 
31. How came the Prodigall ſonne to be weaned from 
the citizens ſetuice, Luke 15. but by the afflition of 
hunger and want which he found init? And laſtly, how 
come many ofche deate childten of God to be fo farre 
mortified to the world, as that they de/ire to be diſſoluea, 
and to be with Chrift, but by the — 0 al. 


Thirdly, God doch chan ſeourge his Church, and if 
biet his children, for the triall of his es in them; ac- 
at in I. Pet. 4. 12. Brethren, thinke it not 


ſtrange concerning the rn ors which i is come t pon Jon 


ee 31 bath 
aht his Choreh; ; partly ber dhe relalt of theit. 


— — whether they will ſubmit themſelues vn 
to him as well in ſuffering as in doing his will: partly 


ſenſe.and feeling and whether they will ſay with Job, 
the Lord 2 


Thizchidren will endeuour to make good vſe of their 


will I truſt in him ob 13·15. 
— = iſedome.; to ſee | 
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THE MONUMENT, 
_ 90%" wh and ot their croſſes. Thus God I ſay aſfics 
for trial. e oe Ec 

4:Reaſor. la the fourth and laſt place, God ſorely afflicteth his 
Church in this wotld, that he might the highlier ad- 
uance it in glorie in the world to come. For howſocuer 
The af flictions of this * time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glorie that ſhall. be reucaled, (as the A- 
— ſpeakes, Rom. 8.48.) yet ow# light af fliction which 
i but for a moment, worketh for vs 4 farre more excellent 
and eternall weight of 5 —. 17. Mie! 

Thus the holy Martyrs, as they ſuffered moſt, ſono 

doubt they are glorified moſt. And thus many deare 
Saints of God, which haue endured a verie hell of tor- , 
ment here, no doubt but they receiue a more excellent 
heauen of comfort hereafter : as they haue bene parta- 
kers of the ſuffering, ſo ate they of the eonſolation. 
But to come to the vſe and application: Is it ſo, that 
God doth ſorely affli& his deare children? Then this 
ſhould teach vs in the firſt place, not to iudge or cenſure | 
thoſe which ſuffer, as though they were greater ſinners 
then others. You know what Chriſt himſelſe faith in 
Luke 13.2. Suppoſe ye, that thoſe Galileans were greater 
| ſinners then all other Galileans , berauſe they ſuffered ſth 
things? I tell you nay, &c. And it was the ſinne of lob 


friends to iudge 7oban Reports, or a notorious offen · 
der, becauſe the hand of God was ſo heauie him. 
Let vs therefore learne on the contrarie with Gods 
Church, lam. 5 11. To eſſeeme them happie which ſaffer. 
Let vs hope, that afflictions layed vpon our btethren or 
| 

ſiſters, are ſignes of Gods loue towards them, and not of 
his hatred. For whomſoener the Lord lauer, be chaſteneth, | 
and ſcourgeth euery ſonne whom hereceineth : as we reade 
meh h He- 


* 
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Hebrews12. 6.7. And therefore leud and vnchatitable 
is the practiſe of all ſuch which take vpon them to iudge 
and to cenſure many a ſound Chriſtian,by their very at- 
flictions, to be hypocrites, to be diſſemblers, to be ſome 
way notoriouſly wicked: For elſe, {ay they, God would 
neuer thus haue puniſhed them. O moſt vniuſt and raſh 
cenſure | Doth not God ſcourge euery ſonne whom he 
receiueth? and ſhall we not through many tribulations 
enter into the kingdome of God? Therefore let God 
be true, and euery raſhiudger ſhall be proueda lyer. 
Secondly, are Gods owne deare children ſubiect to 
grieuous and tedious afflictionsꝰ Therefore this may be 
iuſt matter of terror to the wicked and vngodly, For if 
iudgement begin at the houſeof God, what ſhall be the end 


lech, 1. Pet. 4. 17. If God correct his owne with flrokes, 
ſurely he will puniſh the wicked with ſcorpions. If he 
afflict Lag arus here with pouertie and ſickneſſe, ſurely 
[Fo ye Fenn pang 15} yt alich ſinned, bu 
Vea, it God ſpared not hi s whi but 
| caſtthem downe into hell, & delivered them into dark- 
neſſe, to bereſerued to iudgement; then how ſhall the 
wicked thinke that the Lord will ſpare them, going on 
in their ſinfull courſes? Oh therefore let all wah 
cotrections layed vpon Gods children in this life, be ſo 


— 


of ſuch as obey not the Goſpellof God? as the Apoſtle ſpea- 


many warning peales to the vngodly ſpeedily to repent, 

—— time, leſt worle punſhmenn 

ſeiſe vpon them then euer ſeiſed ypon the elect. 

ce the conſideration of this truth, to wit, that 
children are ſubiect to ſo great afflictions it mult | 

teach euery one of vs, to be prepared to endure great 


e ene neck 
olige : L I . * 


2. Je. 


— — 


1 —— 0 * 


THE MHONOMEN , 


A Shen Aut. — 


reſt friends, loſſe of good name, lofle of our whole c. 
tate, lofſe of ibertie ſoff oſſe of health exttemity of paines 
in the body, and that for a long time together: yea we 
muſt be prepared for the fierie triall ; for what do we 
know, what God hath in ſtore for vs? Laſtly, we muſt 
| beprepared to endure troubles of mind and vexations 

of conſcience; we muſt be content to be brought to 
heauen by hell: gates. Brethren, we mult not thinke it 
ſtrange if theſe things befall vnto vs: the like haue be- 
fallen vnto Gods one ſonn es and daughters, that are 
in the world or haue bene. Let vs learne io get ſtrength 
now in the time of our peace; we may haue moro vſe : of 
it hereafter then it may be we arc aware of. 
Fourthly, conſidering that Gods elect ate ſubiect to 


ſo great afflictions, let vs which enioy freedome from, 
theſe tormenting miſeries; be — tharikfull ro 
God for our freedom. Weight liue in ſickneſſe, ih 


paine, in pouertie, in perſecution, in diſtreſſe of minde, 

and yet earn the true children of God. Therefore 
what cauſe ofthankfuljefſehave | we,'with whom t 
2 deales mote mildly, and yet giues vs the 
ope of glorie, which he — * — ochirvBinh: 
nh trials? God deales with vs as he dealt wich 
Henoch ; he takes vs away , and we hardly ſre or feele 


death: whereas ma are carried as it were in a 
fierie chariot to the kingdome of heauen.Confider this 
all ye which fir vader your . and vnder * 
2 d be thankfull. 


e eee that Cech childrenareſubie&t to 
afflictions zrherefore this muſt teach vs to haue 

1 owfeeling ofthe miſcries of others. We muſt nor 
unn n AA as thou 
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ailed nothing ʒbut we muſt compaſſionate them, and 
vſe all meanes we can to comfort them, and to ſu pport 
them, as we ourſelves deſite to be comforted and ſup- 


ported if we were in theit eſtate. Be it therefore farre 


from vs to adde affliction to affliction, or to increaſe | 


the ſorrowes of ſuch whom God hath wounded : But 


let vs tather thinle with Job that he which is in afflition | 
ought to be comfotted of his friends. It is a cruell pra. 
ctile to lay on more weight vpon a poore beaſt, when 
he is teady to ſinłke vader that burthen which is vpon | 


him already. So, much more is it a tyrannous fact to 
_ to the ſorrowes of them which ate — n 
aden. | IS, 

And thus much may ſuffice to haue ſpoken concer- 
ning the third doctrine, to wit, that Gods deare chil- 
dren are ſubiect to painfull and tedious ſickneſſes. 

Many painfull nights haue bene appointed vnto me_. 
Where obſerue, that /ob doth not ſay, It was my hard 


chance I came to this afflictionzbut many parnſullnights 
haue bene appointed vnto me: wherein is intimated vnto 
vs this truth, namely, that There is no affliction befalleth 
thechildren of God, he it neuer ſo ſharpe or tedious, but it 
befalleth by the determinate counſell and purpoſe of God, 
This is manifeſt out of diuetſe texts of holy Scripture, 
as out of Eſay 45.7. 1forme the_- light, and create dark- 


fortune to ſec much miſerie, or by euill lucke and hard 


neſſe ; Imake peace, and create exill : I the Lord do all theſe 
things. And out of Amos-3.6. Shalla trumpet be blowre 


in a citie, and the people not be afraid fpallthere be enill in 


4 citie, and the Lord hath not done it? But yet this point 
is more eſpecially proued by that in Acts 4.27. where 


it is ſaid, Herod, and Pontius Pilate, and the Alen 
* . the 
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6 THE MONUMENT, 1 
| the people of Iſrael were gathered together, to do untoChriſt | 
that which Gods hand and counſeli had determined before 
zo be done. Vea indeed, all things both great and ſmall are 
gouerned and guided by the prouidence of God: there 
is not a ſparrow whichfalleth vnto the ground, nor an 
haire which falleth from our head, without our Father, 
| as Chriſt himſelfe ſaith in Matth. 10.29. And this truth 
| the Saints haue acknowledged from time to time. If 
Shemei curſe Dauid and raile vpon him, David will ac- 
knowledge, that the Lord bids him curſe, z. Sam. 16.17. 
If the Sabeans take away jobs oxen or his aſſes, and the 
Chaldeans deprive him of his camels; if a fire from hea. 
uen take away his ſheepe , and the winds ſtirred vp by 
Satan deſtroy his children, yet he will acknowledge, 
that the Lord hath given, andthe Lord bath taken away, | 
lob 1.21. eff 2 | 

Yea but this might ſeeme to be an hard ſaying , that 
God ſhould be the author of all afflictions. For ſuppoſe 
that a man be robbed of all that — hath, is the 
cauſe of the ro ? orſuppoſea man be wrongfully 
flandered, is God the cauſe ofthe ſlander > This might 
ſeeme to make God the author of ſinne. 

Nothing leſſe. For howſoeuer God is the author of 
the action, yet he is not the author of the euill of the 
action: he tempteth no man to ſteale, he infuſeth ma- 
lice into no mans heart, to moue him to curſe or ſlander. 
But the euill of the action is partly of the diuell, and 
partly of man himſelfe. Therefore 4et no man when he is 
tempted, ſay, that he is tempted of Bod, for God cannot be 
tempted with euill,neither tempteth he any man: but euerie 
man is tempted , when he is dramue away by his owne luſt, 
and is enticed, Jam. 1.13.14. | we? 41 


3 


| 


let vs ſay with Dauid, in Plal.39.9. Id dumbe, and 


com 


OR TOMBE-STONE. 


But it may be obiected further, Do not many croſles 
fall out by meere ill lucke? Doth not a mans 


Doth not a man ſometimes breake his necke, falling 
from his horſe? Doth not a child vypon a ſudden fall into 
a pit, and is drowned? Doth not an axe head flie from 
the helue, when no ſuch thing was intended, and ſlayes 
a man? And what is this but hard lucke or bad fortune? 
Theſe indeed may ſeeme to be meere caſualties vn- 
to vs, in reſpect of the ſuddenneſſe of them, and be- 


cauſe we ſee not alwayes the cauſes of them. But with 


Cod theſe things are certaine , and proceed from his 
dectee: ier that in Prou. 16.35. The lot is caſt 
into the lap, but the diſpoſing thereof is from the Lord. 

Therefore we mult not be like the very heathen, aſ- 
cribing that vnto chance or fortune, which we 
by rightaſcribe tothe prouidence of God. 

But to come to the vſe and application. Is it ſo, that 
all afflictions come by the prouidence of God:? Then 
this muſt teach vs in the fitſt place, not to murmure, but 


ope- 
ned not my mouth, becauſe thou 22 If we 1. 
we haue no cauſe indeed to murmure againſt God. For 
firſt, he layeth not vpon any of vs the thouſandth part 


of that wbich we do deſerue. And ſecondly, he cauſeth 


| profeſſed enemies For none of theſe can hurt vs with 


3 out 


— 


— | 
tell him of many ill chances which haue befallen him? 


| 


ould | 


{choſe affliions which he doth lay vpon vs, to worke | 
for our good: ſo that we haue more cauſe to give him 
thankes, then in any ſort to murmure againſt him. 

Secondly; conſidering that all our afflictions are 
3 therefore it muſt teach vs to feare God a- | 
boue all. Let vs not feare the diuell, nor tyrants, nor our 
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vs I ſay, to trie our ſelues and to fanne ourſelves, what 
| che Lord hath againſt vs, or for what cauſe he doth af. 


and diſcouer ſome thin 


out God. But let vs feare that great God, who when he | 
hath afflicted vs here, is able to caſt both ſoule and bo- 
die into hell fire, Luke 12.5. It is a miſerable thing, that 
we can feate a great man becauſe he is able to hurt us, 
and that we cannot much more feare God which is a- 
ble to damne vs. This bewrayes a great deale of infide- | 
lity in vs: this ſhewes that we do not beleeue the cer- 
taintie of Gods thteatnings. We conſider God one! 
according to his mercy , and ſo make an idoll of him: 
but we feare him not for his iuſtice. We pretend that 
we loue God; but where is that aw full reſpect which we 
owe vnto him? | 

Thirdly, is it ſo, that all afflictions are from God? | 
Therfore this muſt teach vs, that whenſoeuer God doth 
afflict vs in any kinde whatſocuer, either in dur good | 
names, or in our goods, or in out friends, by raking 
them away, or in our bodies, or ſuch like: it muſt teach 


flict vs. Thus did AMAoſes, Pſal. 90. . 8. me are confumed by | 
thine anger, and by thy wrathare we troubled: thou ha 1 

our iniquities before thee, and our ſecret ſinnesin 1he light 
of thy countenance. And it is a bl vie of affli tions, 
to make them as our looking glaſſe,wherein we diſcerne 
1 amiſſe in our ſelues. Let vs 
therefore hich taſte afflictions, finde out our ſecret 
ot open ſinnes, and then let vs acknowledge them to 
God, and humble our ſoules for themʒ let vs renew our 
coucnatits with new obedience.) Vet let ys1uſtifie God 
in all his proceedings againſt vs; and let vs ſay, Lord, i 

is thy great mercie that thou layeſt no greater puniſfi 
ment vpon me, yea it is thy mercie that Lam not con- 


ſumed 


— — 


| ſmitten , and he will bind us vp. We muſt not ſeeke to 
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ſumed and brought to nothing. Let vs ſay with Daniel, 
To vs belongeth nothing but ſhame and confuſion ; yea let 
vs ſay as the truth is, that hell fire and the ſecond doath 
is due vnto vs. By this humiliation ioyned with reſolu- 
tion of newueſſe of life for time to come, we ſhall ob- 
taine mercie and forgiueneſſe of ſinnes paſt, Prou. 28. 
13. Secondly, we ſhall turne away Gods wrath and 
iudgements from vs for time to come, as Nineue did: 


from Gods vengeance, but his hand will be ſtretched 
out againſt vs :he will breake vs with one breaking after 
another, vntill we be content to breake off our ſinnes. 
If we will make no end of ſinning, let vs neuer thinke 
that God will make an end of puniſhing, 
Fourthly, is it ſo, that God is the author of all afflicti. 
ons 2 Therefore this muſt teach vs to flie vnto God for 
helpe in time of diſtreſſe. We muſt ſay with the Church 
in Hoſ. 6. i. The Lord hath torne, and he will hrale; he bath 


witches or wizzards for helpe, neither muſt we truſt in 
our Phyſitians, as Aſa did, in 2. Chron. 16.12; but we 
muſt ſeeke to the liuing God. I ſpeake not this, to the 
end we ſhould neglect the meanes, but that we ſnould 
not too much dote vpon the meanes, as it is the ſinne of 
too many. And ] ſpeake it furthermore to this end and 
purpoſe, that we might be ſtirred vp the more feruently 
to ſeeke to God by prayer and humiliation in the time 
of our trouble. For it is too manifeſt how earneſt we are 
in ſeeking after the meanes, while in the meane time we 
neglect to ſeełe vnto God by prayer for his helpe. We 
are like vnto Rachel which crieth (though otherwiſe a 
good woman) and faith vnto Jacob, Giue me children or 


| 


and without this repentance, there is no poſſibleeſcape | 
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giue children. And ſo we cry with feruency, Giue me 
this helpe or elſe I die, VWheteas it is the Lord only which 
is able to giue helpe. 
182 Fiftly and laſtly, Do all afflictions come by the pro- 
* uidence of God? Then this may be matter of comfort 
| and conſolation vnto all Gods afflicted people: for cet 


— 


but that which is for their good. God is our tender Fa- 
ther, and can we thinłe that a tender father will giue a- 
ny thing to his beloved child, but that which is good 
and wholſome? God is our faithfull Phy ſitian, and ſhall 
we thinke that a faithfull Phyſitian will wittingly give 
any thing to his patient, which may do harme and not 
good God is our chiefe friend; and ſhall we thinkethat 
our chiefe friend will ſeeke our bane? Be it farre from vs 
ſo to imagine. Yea be aſſured of this, thou afflicted in 

Sion, and toſſed with tempeſts; if God did not know 
and purpoſe to do thee good by afflitions, I dare be 


ſay with Chriſt, and that with comfort and willing ſub- 
ietion, The cup which my Father hath giuen me, ſhall 1 
not drinkeit?Toh.18. rr. Yea countit for matter of great 
toy, that the Lord doth vouchſafe to correct you for 
your good: for when qe are iud ged. ye are chaſtened of the 
Lord, that ye might not be condemned with the world; as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh in 1. Cor. 11.23. And thus much 
for the fourth doctrine, to wit, that all afflictions come 
by the prouidence of God, and by his decree and deter- 
minate purpoſe. 


Men ilie domne,] ſay when ſhall T ariſe, and the night 


— 


bold to ſay, he would neuer afflict thee; And therefore 


] 


elſe I die: not remerybringthar ir was in God onely to 


tainly God will lay no other affliction vpon his Saints, 


be gone? and I am fullof toſſings to and fro, c&c. 


Whence 


- 
p Jo? 
1 ' 
P 7 4 
— + a 


| feſt by this example of Job. For it appeareth both by his 
words and by his geſture, how irkſome his ſickneſſe was 


— 


miah in his fourth chapter, 19. verſe, crying out, 24 


trie and perſecution in the dayes of 7eſabe/? l. Ki 


— — ——— 
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Whence obſerue, 7 hat af fictions may be zrkeſome 
and troubleſome to the very children of God. This is mani- 


vnto him. The like we teade of Dauid. For how was he 
perplexcd for the loſſe of his ſonne Abſelon: crying out 
in a moſt lamentable manner, O ny ſonne Abſolon , my 
ſenne,my ſonne Abſolon : mould to God I had died for thee, 
3 Abſolon my ſonne, my ſonne. The like we reade of Jere. 


bellie, my bellie, I am pained at the very heart, my heart 
maketh a noiſe in me. The like we ſee in Rachel, Matth. 2. 
18. For, In Rama was there a woice heard, lamentation and 
weebing, and great mourning: Rachel weeping for her 
childres and would not be ard / * mere 
not. The ſike we ſee in Hezechiah, Eſay 38.14. fot in his 
ſickneſſe he chartered like a crane or a ſwallow ; yea he 
mourned like a doue. The like we teade of the Church 
in all ction, Eſay 59. T1. ſayiag, we rore like Braves, and 
mourne like doues. Vea what ſhall we ſpeako of Elias, 
who was cuen weary of his life, by reaſon of the idola- 
19. 
4. What ſhall we ſpeake of Noe, who named her 
ſelfe:2{ar4 or bitter, in reſpect of her bitter affliftionsr | 
Ruth 1. 21. What ſnould we mention Inas, who: was 
exceedingly vexed and troubled, when he had no iuſt 
cauſe ſo to be? Ionas 49. Vea my beloued, it befell euen 
to Chriſt himſelfe to be troubled, and to be ſenſible of. 
his ſinart:For elſe why doth he be n ee and againe, 
that the bitter cup mig paſſe from him? Orʒ hy doth lie 
2 God my God, whyhaſt thou forſaben me; and the 
ike. | TJ Of D107 0.3%; +! OM N&35G 
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| 


1 
| 


in their affliction, according to thatin.Z/ay 34.11. O thou 


| 


| mourning to the graue; as Jacob ipeakes of himſelfe, 


| patiencie in the time of our affliction: we haue then of 


| Satan moſt tempt Job to curſe God, but in the depth of 


Yea the child of God may be {o ſenſible of his af: | 
fiction , and his croſſe may be ſo irkſome vnto him, as 
that he may fall thereby into diuers dangerous tempra- 
tions. 1 

He may come tothinke that God hath forſaken him, | 
as we ſee in the example of Dauid, Plal. 77:7. 8. Will the 

Lord caſt off for euer? will he be fauourable no more? Is his 
mercie cleane gone for euer? Doth his promiſe faile for euer- 
more? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger 
ſhut vp his tender mercies? &cC. | 

Secondly, the child of God in afflictiõs, may poſſibly 

be very impatient, and may vtter dangetous ſpeeches, 
as we ſee in the forenamed example of Jonas: I do well 
to be angrie. Yea, lie may come to curſe the day of his | 
birth, with Job and Jeremiah. Vea, he may come to haue 
his words ſwallowed vp that he cannot pray ,/ob 6.3. 

Thirdly, the very elect may poſſibly be comfortleſſe | 


afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt,and not comforted ! Nea, the i 


may die mourning , their gray haires may go with | 


ö 


Gen. 42 38. 

And there be gteat reaſons why aſſlictions are thus 
irlſome to Gods children: as firſt, becauſe our nature is 
fraile and weake, our frength is not the ſtrength of ſtones, 
nor our fieſh of braſſe: as Job ſpeaketh, lob 6.12.but we are 
fle ſhie bodies, and therefore very ſenſible of the leaſt 
paines | 


- Secondly, the diuell doth eſpecially tempt vnto im- 


| 


all other times the ſtrongeſt temptations. When did 


his 


3 | 


* 
* — 
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| 


1 


| wicked will not teceiue any good by Gods people in 


But here ſome may poſſibly obiect: Doth not Chtiſt 


OR TOMBE-STONE, 


— —— = mt 
— eas 


his miſerie and calam itie? And therefore it is not much 


to be matuelled at, if we deſcrie naturall frailtie & weak- 


neſſe in our brethren and ſiſters at ſuch a time. 


God deliuers his children to much ftailtie, that in 3: 


their weakneſſe his power might be ſeene. For, how ad. 


mirable is the power of God, in the preſeruing of ſuch 


a man or woman to cternall life ! which oftentimes nei- | 


ther know what they do, nor what they ſay. It is a great 
worke of God to bring any to heauen, though they 
pray, though they call for mercie, though they giue eui- 
dences of faith and repentance:but to bring ſuch to hea- 
uen, which for the preſent cannot pray, it is a worłe ra- 
ther to be admired then conceiued. rl | 

God alſo ſuffers his deare children to die vncomfor- 
tably for their cauſe which ſtand by, as either for the 


take heed of nouriſhing corruption,leſtit trouble them 
at the laſt: and to forewarnethemallo to prepate great 
ſtrength againſt the needfull time. Or ele the Lord 
doth it in his iuſtice 5 0 be a ſtumbling blocke 0 the 
wicked that ſtand by: that they may de part andſay, Lo 
theſe are the Proſeſſouts, theſe ate the holy people, 
theſe are the runners to Sermons; and yet you ſee what 
ends they make: God bleſſe me from their-profeſſion, 
&c. A iuſt iudgement of God, that foraſmuch as the 


their life time, either by their good counſelli or ex- 
ample, that therefore they ſhould receiue hurt and bane 
by their death. 419% 


| wich bis Elec# Iohn 14-16, Ned doc be not ſay further, 


himſelfe ſay, that The Comforter ſhall remaine for euer 


warning of his Saints ſtanding by, to teach them to 


that | 


1. Obiell. 
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THE MONUMENT, 


that No man ſhall take away their: roy? Iohn 16. 22. 
Which being true, how can it poſſibly be, that the child 
of God hauing had at any time ſound ioy, ſhould die 
vn comfortable Tit 
TothisI anſiver, that indeede it is ttue, ſound ioy 
ſhall neuer vtterly be taken away from any elect veſſellʒ 
but it is not to be denied but the ſenſe and feeling of 
that ioy may be talen away. Though Chriſt was al- 
| wayes the Sonne of Gods loue, and remained fot euer 
in his fauour, yet he was not alwaies ſenſible of that 
loue, which cauſed him to crie, Hy God, my God, why 
haſt thou for ſalem meg 

If any ſhall obiect further, and ſay; Do we not reade, 
chat ihe Apoſtles reioyced, In that they were thought 
worthie to ſuffer rebuke for Chriſt? Acts 5.41. And do we 
notheare of thoſe holy Martyrs in Hebr. 10. 34. who 
| ſuffered with toy the ſpoyling of their goods? Yea, do we 
not behold with oureyes, many Chriſtians which de- 
part out ofthis life with much heauenly ioy? Therefore 
| eker Treue of Gods children 8a ioyfull 
Aanſwerz it is true that many Chriſtians, y ea I hope 
the moſt of Gods children depart with ioy. But this is 
not the condition of all. There be ſome that go wee- 
ping to heaven as well as there be others which go tri- 
— 4 There be ſome that are carried in fiery cha- 
riots with Elias, and as it were in a whirle · wind: when 
others are cartied in a more mild manner, or as it were 
in a horſelitter. * h e t 
If any ſnall obiect yet and ſay, Do we not reade in 

Pſal. z Sorter Kat, ae n behold the iuſt :the 
| ed 2 man irpeace? Th 


ereſore how is it poſſible that 
. — 
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| o TOMBE-STO'NE. 


| rudged. For with what indgement ye inage, ye ſball be iud. 
gen; and with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured 


ring other, in this caſe rather learne tou 


vnto the children of God? Therefore this muſt teach 
vs to be thankfull to God, when our brethren and 
ſiſters make a comfortable end. How great cauſe had 


It is moſt true, that the end of Gods children is peace, 
but this peace is eſpecially obtained in the world to 
comez for ſo ſaith the Prophet: Peace ſhall come, and they 
ſhall reſt in their beds, Eſay 57.2. Yea what faith our 
bleſſed Sauiour? 1,2the world ye ſhall haue affliction, but | 
be of good comfort, I haue auercome the world. loh. 16. 33. 
But to come to the vie and application of this point: 

Is it ſo, that afflictions may be thus troubleſome and 
tedious to the very children of God? Then this muſt 
teach vs, notraſhly to cenſure all ſuch as in whom we 
diſcouer much weakeneſſe and ſignes of impatiency. 
For in ſo doing we might quickly come to condemne 
the generation of the righteous. Shall we iadge Joh to 
be an hypocrite if we heare him curſing the day of his 
birth? God forbid, Therefore iudge not, that ye be wot 


to you againe, Matth.7.2. In ſtead of iudging and cenſu- 
| | thy ſelfe: 
thinke thus with thy ſelfe, when thou ſeeſt ſignes of im. 
patiencie in good people, firſt, that ſurely their pangs 
& paines are exceeding 8 otherwiſe they would 
not thus complaine: and ſecondly ſuſpect thy ſelte, that 
if thou were in their caſe, and didſt endure that which 
they endure, thou thy ſelfe wouldſt be farre more im- 
patient. > 

© Secondly, is it ſo, that afflictions may be thus tedious 


the friends and kindred of holy Martyrs to pra 


iſe God, 


when 


- i , Z | N 
the end of the child of God ſhould be vncomfortable © 


Anſw, 


1. Jſe. 
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when they beheld with their eyes the ſtedfaſt faith, the 
vndaunted courage, the maruellous patience which 
appeared in thoſe worthy ſeruants of God. And ſo 
when we bebold our friends vpon their death- bed, 
iuſtifying God, condemning thetnſelues , laying hold 
ol caluation by Chiiſt, giuing good inſtruction vnto o- 
thers, and commending their ſpirits into the hand of 
| their Lord which hath bought them: ſurcly, L ſay, in 
this caſe we haue great and 1uſt cauſe to. glorific God. 


* 
— 


And ſo much the rather are we bound to be thanktull 
| for this, becauſe it is not giuen to all the Saints to haue 


this comfort at the laſt : but ſome vpon their death beds 
are conſtrained with Chriſt Ieſus to crie in the ſenſe of 
their paines, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 
Thirdly, is it ſo, that afflictions may be thus tedious 
vnto Gods children? Thetefore this wuſt teach all Chri- 
ſtians to endeuour, and that betimes, to lay the founda- 


—_— 


¶ tion ofacomfertable death; and for this end we muſt 


obſerue theſe rules. | ;Y 
\ Firſt; we muſt take away the ſting of death, which is 
ſinne. There is nothing which makes death terrible or 
troubleſome vato Gods child, but ſinne: as for the 
pangs , many Chriſtians haue comfortably endured 
them eſpecially being aſſured of Gods favour, and alſo 
priuie to themſelues of a well ſpent life. But as for ſuch 
which would not be ruled, but would ſtill retaine a 
ſelfe will cheir end hath bene commonly vncomfortable. 
| Therefore my deare brother and fiſter, whoſoeuer thou 
att, let my counſell be auaileable with thee; 


——_——. 


e; caſt awa 
- fall thy tranſgreſſions whereby thou haſt Waage 


Spate not thy boſome ſinnes. For Iſay vnto thee, euety 
finne which thou keepeſt vnmortified, doth threaten 
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| euery day be 


touſneſſe, mortiſie alſo pride: haſt thou mortiſied pride, 
mortifie alſo raſh anger: in a word, haſt thou mortiſied 
ſome ſinne, ſtriue to mortiſie all ſinne. For aſſure thy 
ſelfe, if thou keepe any one ſinne aliue, it will be bitter. 
neſſe in the end. 

Secondly, if we deſire to make a comfortable end, we 
muſt walke fairbfully, and labour to glotiſie God in our 
particular calling. How came Paul to finiſh; his dayes 
with comfort, but by this, that he had finiſhed his 

courſeꝰ a. Tim. . that is, he had bene carefull to accom- 
pliſh the worke whereunto he was ſent. For it is not 
ſufficient , my welbeloued, that we obſerue with dili. 
| gence the workes ofpictie, and that we walke faithfully 
in our generall calling as we are Chriſtians, but wemuſt 
alſo walke faithfully in our particular callings. It is not 
ſufficiẽt to ſeeme to be a good Chriſtian, but we muſt be 
good Magiſtrates, or good maiſters, or good husbands, 

or good wiues, or good ſeruants, or good children, 
dec. We muſt glorifie God in the ranłe wherein God 
hath ſetvs, if euer ie meaneto die with ſound comfort. 

Thirdly, if we deſite to make a comfortable end, we 
muſt be carefull to thinke of our end betimes. When 


| 


— — 


to make thy death vncomfortable. Whetefore let vs 

lefſening the ſorrowes of death by our dai· 
ly practiſe of mortification. Haſt thou mortiſied luſt, |. 
mortifie alſo couetouſneſſè: haſt thou mortified coue- | 


ſickneſſe and death come vnexpected, they are the more 

vn welcome, they — rac but if we 
haue ſeriouſly thought vpon theſe things before hand, 
and made them part of our daily meditation, then they 
are the leſſe troubleſome, and the more eaſily borne. 


Euen as a heauie burden, if it be throwne vpon a mans 
Stl29 40k FE 2 _ ſhoulders! 
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"houldersatvuawares , it sreadh to breake his backe, 
but if hebe aware of his hurden, and fit himſelfe to re- 


they will be farre more eaſie; but if thou put this cuil 


4 
r 


| hearersof Gods word; for Faith comes by hearing; as the 
| Apoſtle ſpcaketh. What is the reaſon 


ceiue it,; it is fare more tollerable: So it is with deatb 
and ſic lneſſe: if thou thinke of theſe things before hand, 


day farre from thee, thou ſhalt finde by wofull experi- 
euce, that vnexpected death is the moſt bitter and ter- 
rible. Therefore let thy bed put thee daily in minde of 
thy graue, and thy ſleepe of thy death; let thy putting 
off chy garments put thee in mind of laying downe this 
tabernacle of thy body; yea let thy ſheetes put thee in 
mind of thy winding ſheete ; and the clothes which co- 
uer thee in thy bed, put thee in mind of the earth which 
(hall couer thee in thy graue. Thus thou ſhalt imitate 
job, who waited all the daies of his appointed time vn- 
till his changing came, Iob 1444. And thus chou ſhalt 
imitate many deare children of God, which ate taught 
of God thus to thinke of their mortalitie. Thus thou 
(halt be more and more mortified to the world, and thus 
no doubt thou ſhalt make thy end comfortable. 

Fourchly, if we deſire to make a comfortable end we 
muſt endeuout betimes to make our calling & election 


Pl 
- 


ſure. Thus Simeon departed in peace, becauſe his eyes 
had ſeene Gods ſaluation. act bode ery An 
expe&rodie with comfort, while we are vnreſolued 
what ſhall become of our ſoules in the world to come? 
And that we may make our calling and election ſure, | 
we muſt obſcrue theſe rules. Firſt, we muſt be diligent | 


many wa 


ers it notbecauſe they are idle, aniihecaule they will 


not tale the paines to heart ſo dlligtntly, as their caſe re 
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quiretl? Secondly, that we may make our calling and 
election ſure , we muſt frequently receiue the Lords 
Supper. What experienced Chriſtian is there, but he is 
able to tell you, that the Sacrament by Gods bleſſing 
hath a notable confirming: and eſtabliſhing: power? 
And therefore thoſe negligent Miniſters are guiltie of 
the weakeneſſe of the fauh ofthe people, in ĩhat they 
do not ſo frequently as they ought, adminiſter the holy 
Sacrament. IThirdly, if we deſire out calling & election 
to be made ſure, then we mult pray vnto God, as the 
| Apoſtles did, that the Lord would increaſe our faith; 
For vnleſſe Gods Spirit do teſtiſie together with our 
ſpirit, we can neuet come to any full aſſurance, Pau! 
may plant, and ee may water, but it muſt be Cod a- | 
lone which muſt. give the increaſe of ſauing grace. 
Fourthly, if we would make our calling and election 
ſure, we muſt meditate often of Gods promiſes, and we 
muſt trie our eſtate by the maikes which are peculiar 
vnto Gods elect. Fifthly, if we would make our calling | 
and election ſure, we muſt be plentiſull in good works, 
For, whom hath God promiſed to ſtrengthen vpon the 
bed of languiſhing, in Pſalme 41.3. but ſuch as conſider 
wiſely of the poore? And who are they which lay vp for 
themſelues a good foundation againſt the time to 
come, laying hold of eternall life, but ſuch as ate rich in 
good workes ? 1. Tim. 6. 19. Thus we ſee the way tos 
comfortable departure. God almightie giue euery one 
of vs grace to take this way, that ſo by our death we 
may glorifie God, bring comtort and good example to 
| our brethren, and eternall benefit to our owne ſoules 
and that for the metits of Ieſus Chriſt our Lord; to 
hom with tie bleſſtd Father, and the holy Spirit three 
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| moſtglorious 


| & obedience,from this time forth for euermore, 


| 


| | requeſt of our deare ſiſter deceaſſed, who vpon her 
death · bed called forher Bible, and turned to this por | 


* 
= 


a —_—_ 


perſons, & one God be aſcribed.as is moſt 
due, all honour, praiſe and glorie, all true feare, reuerence 


ol 
4 


* 
ö 


of Maiſter Jobn Iuxon Citizen of this famous Citie of 
London. And the reaſon which moned me to make 
choice of this Text rather then of any other, was the 


tion of Scripture, and deſired me to intreate of it at her 
buriall. And indeed it I had bene leſt to mine owne free 
choiſe, Ithinłe Icould not haue made a fitter choice of 
a Text in all the Bible. For the eſtate of rob deſcribed in 
mw words, dothnotablyanſer tothe cſtate of our 
For, were the moneths of lob, moneths of vanitic? 
did they vaniſh away like ſmoake? did they paſſe awa 
_— like the Weauers ſhuttle? Euen ſo it was wi 
life of this our ſiſterzher daĩes were but few and —— 
her pilgrimage here was but ſhort; for ſne was not ful 
ſeuen and twentie yeares old when God tooke her a- 
way, as I am informed. As it was with Henoch, becauſe 
| he walked with God, therefore the Lord tooke him a- 
way in his middle age: cuen ſo it was with this worthy: 


The occaſion ofthis Sermon (as you know) was for | 


| the celebrarion of the funerall of that excellent ſeruant 


| of God, Miſtris Elizabeth luxon, the late faithfull wife. 


— — 


woman ſhe walked withher God, and therefore he 


daies. | 
Secondly,did Job endure a painfull and tedious 
in his body? Euenſo did this our ſiſterʒ her pain 


grieſe 


es were 


hath now taken her vp vnto himſelſe in the 2 
| 


| + very | 


— 
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very great, her triall was a fierietriall ; yea her ſickneſſe 
was not onely dolorous, but likewiſe it was long and te- 
dious, continuing vpon her with extremitie for 
the ſpace of aycare and 1 od did gtinde her 
in the mortar of his fatherly correction like ſpice, that 
ſo ſhe might be made the more fragrant ſacrifice vnto 
| himſelfe. | | 
Thirdly, was fob 3 by his ſickneſſe to the ſight 
of the vanitie of carthly things? So was this ſeruant of 
| God; ſhe had attained an holy ſcorne of the content- 
ments of this life. For when I demanded of her, whe. 
ther the comelineſſe of the roome where ſhelay , and 
furniture of her houſe did not ſomewhat tempt her to 
deſire ſtill to liue: ſhe anſwered me, That nothing in the | 
world did move her to deſite liſe, no not het very chil 
dren, which were farre more deare vnto ber, then any 
1 worldly riches whatſoeuer. So that I found ſne was 
quite dead to the world in her minde, before ſhe was 
8 or depriued of life in her bodie. God grant that e- 
uerie one of vs may labour for the like grace of ſound 
mortification, For, if we be dead and crucified vnto the 


world, it is a good ſigne that we are aliue to God. 

Fourthly, was griefe and ſmart irkſome and trouble- 
ſome vnto Job hinafelſer Then it was the great mercie of 
| God, rogiue patience vntothisour ſiſter in any mea 
ſure. And let vs not thinke it ſtrange it ſhe roared and 
| cried with paine at ſome times; but let vs rather feare, 
that if we had bene in her caſe, and had taſted her ſor- 
ſrowes, we had bene like to fall into greater extremitie 
then euer ſhe fell. It is the propertie of a good child ub | 
crie whileſt he is a beating, as well as of a bad. But here 


is thediffercnee; a good child when the ſmart ĩs gone, 
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ö 


willkifſe the rod and loue his parents, and be ſorie 


 ſhewed her ſelſe to be a good child; for ſhe cried when 
ſhe felt the ſmatt: but when ſhe had any mitigation, ſne 


| 


fion.Now may it pleaſe you further to conſider the ſpi- 
rituall eſtate of this our ſiſter, 10 ,coimmilifiorn 


for his fault; whereas a wicked child will murmure a. 
gainſt and hate his parents. Now this our worthy ſiſter 


condemned her impatiencie, and iuſtified God, kiſſing 
his rod, by ſhewing a verie tender affection of loue to 
Cod, whenſocuer ſhe thought or ſpoke ſeriouſly of 
him. 
Fifthly, were theſe painfull nights appointed vnto 
bb , not by fatall neceſſitie, or by chance and fortune, 
but by the prouidence ot God? Euen ſo it was with this 
our ſiſter. For howſocuer the firſt occaſionof her ſick | 
neſſe might ſeeme vnto vs to be meerly caſuall: yet the 
truth is, that euen caſualties themſelues are guided by 
the divine prouidence. For (as Salamon ſaith) The Ii 
«ft into the lap, but the whole diſpoſition thereof is from Je- 
honah,Prou. 16.33. And thus I haue declared vnto you, 
how fitly this text doth anſiver vnto this preſent occa- 


And her ſpirituall eſtareſhall appeare by a ſtrict and 
ſerious examination which ſhe . ſelfe in the 
time of her health. It is ſet downe with her one hand, 
and was found by her husband after her d re, a- 
moneſt the reſt of her things which ſhe moſt eſtecmed: 
and for myowne part, I know them to be no fables. For 
Iknew her ſpirituall eſtate, by ſiue yeares experience, 
liuing in the houſe with her. Now I thought good to 
male them publike, not onely for a due memoriall of 
this bleſſed ſeruant of God ʒ but alſo for the common 
good of Gods Church: as being indeed exceedingly 
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in her by Gods holy Spirit, are many: Lwill Ep | 


| which 1 written; onely it (hall be my endeuour 


letters for dictinction. And 
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impoituned by good people thereunto., If you deſire | 
to teape benefit by the markes geade them not as a bare | 
| report or commendatien of ihe partie decœaſſed; but 
duly obſerue euery marke what it importethz and next, 
oblerue in what manner it was found in this worthie 


woman : thirdly, weigh well the places of Scripture 
which are alledged to proue the Markłes to be peculiar 
to Gods elect: and laſtly, examine whether thou findeſt 
theſe ſignes inthy ſelle or o ʒ for this is the way to be- 
neſit by them. 


The Marks which thispurLifer found to be wrought 


them to as few heads as I can, for the helpe of your me- 
morie: I will not adde any thing aboue the ſence of that 


to ales at which ſhe hach written, into diſtinct or- 
not capacitie, and to declare vnto you my 
or. particular knowledge.concerning ber eſtate. And 
the Marks are theſe following, being noted in the ſmall 
old, ſhe that i is dead, 


(hall 1 8 ſpeake vnto you. 
be firſt Marke. 


Fun 


to be exerciſed in the word, day. ond 


me ler and I finde a willing receiuing 0 ed 


| ments, they are not grieuous. / 


And chat this precious ſigne was in this worthy wo- 
tha an, let her practiſe ſheu it. To my knowledge; when 


| nn ck in the Citie, ſhe heard for the moſt 1 08 ot 
ten Sermons cuery weeke; whereof e them con 
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[dane the Sabbath * ** 
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the tead daily morning and euening ſome part of the 


laſt meditations in the night, and her firſt thoughts in | 
| uen as an infallible marke ofa bleſſed perſon in Pfal. x. 


| tian; For indeed, vntill it pleaſed God to conuert her 
| foule (which was about fiue 


— 


7 


r the Bible vnto the end 
thereof. And ſhe did not reade the Scripture as many 
do, in haſte, but with ſerious conſideration, application, 
and meditation. Moreouer, Cods commandements 
were not grieuous vnto her, but ſhe obeyed them with 
chearefulneſſe. I neuet made any motion vnto her for 
any that were in diſtreſſe, but as ſoone as ſhe heard it, 
(hc obeyed. Vea, the word was ſo farre from being grie- 
uous, as that it was more ſweete then the hony and the ho- 
ny coz»be, (as ſhe acknowledged.) Yeaſhe ſlept euerie 
night wich this meate in her mouth: the word being her 


—_— 


the morning. - 
And this conſtant meditation of Gods word, is gi- 


In that Law will he meditate = day and night. And if this 
be a ſigne in any , then much more in this good Chri- 


Ms 


bout fiue yeates ago) ſhe walked ac- | 
cording to the courſe of the world , and maruelled( as 
ſhe her ſelfe confeſſed ) what people meant to runne 
| dragling to Sermons. But the Lord changed her mind, 
and then I thinke ſhe ran as faſt to Sermons as the reſt 


of her brethren and ſiſters; I meane as the reſt of Gods 
deare Saints and children. 


| | The ſecond Marke, 
e e eee eee 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — 


And that this ſigne was in this worthy women; it 
was euident vnto me, who was made throughly ac- 


8 quainted 


St 


| 


at RS. 


mitted in all her life time. And therefore I ſaw with 


but in ſuch as do beleeue: as we gather out of the words 


much more in the greateſt commandements. She, for 


che eſteemed them beames. And that ſhe had a willing-| 


| neſſeto obey againſt profit, it is likewiſe euident;for ſhe 
why wa mcipeciall 
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— — — — 
quainted, ; by her voluntary confeſſibn, withhereſtate- 
She acknowledged vnto me, after her conuerſion, how 
vaingher courſe had bene in former times Vea ſhe con- 
cealed not from me the greateſt ſins that euer ſne com- 


mine eyes, hat an admirable redreſſe of wayes the 
word and Spiritof God had wrought in her. Now bre- 
thren, when the word of God workesa through and ef- 
fectuall redreſſe, it is an euident ſigne of an happie eſtate 
& condition. For the word worketh elfecdualy in none 


of the S Theſſa. 13. 
= The third Marke. 
. 1 finde a reſpeck to all the commandements of God, 446. 


ring to NE — 099 commamdement as well' as in the 


greateſt, I find awillingneſſe to obey axuinſiprofegleure 
r eaſe, libertie, and ', 220 Wan of carnall friend's 


[ |-uAndrhat this e this worthy Chriſtian, it 
| isalſs euident. She hath deſired to obey inthe leaſt and 


her part, made conſcience, as well of litle oaths as of 
great of deceiuing in a ſhilling, as well as in a pound; of 
the luſt of the eye, as well as of the act of —— | 
of words, as well as of deeds; and of thoughts, as well as 
of ourward practiſes. This was manifeſt vnto me by her 
cot ts againſt her ſelfe, in ſuch things as a canal. 
hypocrite would haue eſteemed but motes, whereas | 


W 4 her husband, = 


ment, but rather to content himſelſe withlefſe wor 


for othet holy occaſions. Secondly, ſne obey ed, againſt 


pleaſure; for whereas ſhe hiad wont to ſeeke her bodily 
recreation pon the Sabbath day, in walking vp and 
doe; in ſitting at her gate; in talking of worldly mat - 
ters, and ſuch lil: now ſhe was g 
pious, as that ſne made conſcience to expell worldly 
thoughts vpon the Lords day, as appeared by many 

godly queſtions, from time totime put forth vnto me 
| - her. Thirdly, ſhe obeyed againſt credit; forwhereas 
in her carnall eſtate, her carnall neighbours reſpected 
her; afterwards, hen they obſerued this godly change 
in her they ceaſſed to r that reſpect wich was 


* 


lected her. Fourthly, that ſheobeyed againſt libertie and 
eaſe, it was alſo manifeſt; for wheteas in her carnall e- 
ſtare ſhe could rake libertie to keepe her bed vpon the 


* 


Sabbath day till — — oftheiclocke;now in her ſpiritual 
eſtare;” the could affoord to tiſe by ſiue a clocke in the 


morning, and that in the cold winter, and when ſhe was 
with child, and to goto the Lecture inthe citie at ſix a 
clockeʒ and this ſne did conſtamtly. Fifthly,thar ſhe o- 
beyed againſt the liking of carnall friends, it was alſo 
plaine: for they ſtormed againſt her for theſe godly 
courſes, and did not ſpare to tell her, That if ſhe thus 
proceeded, ſhe would vttetly vndo her ſelfe, and over- 
throwher eſtate: 8 

ſhe held on her godly courſe vnto the end. 


wneſo deuout and 


due vnto her; yea indee hey enuied, 0 ted, and neg- 


pulbackes,| 


And nom this my deare brethren, that there is no 
| eee 2 good eſtate; then vniuetſall obe. 
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dience. What was it that confirmed the eſtate of Zacha- | 
| ry and Elzzabethto be a bleſſed and happie eſtate, but 
this, in that they walked in all the commandements of God, 
wit haut rebuke? Luke 1. 6. . 


| The fourth ſigne or Marke. 
| - 1 finde feruencic and frequencie in prayer, in ſecret. 


Concerning the feruency of this good woman in 
prayer, and that in ſecrer, I my ſelfe haue bene an eare 
witneſſe, for I haue heard her pray when (he was not a- 
ware of me. And for her frequencie, the family are not 
ignorant how exactly ſhe kept and obſerued her religi- 
| ous houres in priuate. There is no hungrie perſon doth 
| more duly obſerue his meale-times ,.then this faithfull 
perſon obſerued her times for prayer aud reading. 
And ho vill not eaſily acknowledge; that the true 
ſpirir of prayer is a notable ſigne ofa bleſſed eſtate? For 
| —— the ſpirit of prayer vpon none, but 
powreth the ſpirit: of 


vpon ſuch vpon whom alſo he 


| ever ſball calla pon the name of the Lord , ſhall be ſaucd, 
Rom 20. 13. Vea what ſaith Chriſt himſelfe?-Marh.6.6. 
| Pray dino thy Father in ſecret, and the Father which ſecth 
—— £3 25/0 Hide 2:10 


2 
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grace, Lach. 1a. io. And what ſaith bleſſed Pal? loſo- 


haraneſſe of mine heart, 5 
& Loughi. 
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| cious eſtate, then to be ſenſible ofthe combat of th 


was ſenſible of the law of his minde reſiſting the law of 


How exceedingly this holy Chriſtian did bewaile 
her failings againſt the inward worſhip of God, I was 
not ignorant: for many a time hath ſhe complained vn · 
to me, what diſtractions ſhe hath found in prayer, and 
in the hearing of Gods word. Yea the obſcrued the ſub- 
tiltie of Satan, how hewouldrhruſt other good moti- 
ons and meditations vpon her vnſeaſonably, of purpoſe 
to hinder her in her preſent holy buſineſſe: and mores 
ouer, mine cares were "continually filled with her 
complaints in reſpect of hardneſſe of heart, and with 
her mourning becauſe ſhe could not mourne as ſhe 
ought. And that ſhe bad a ſtriuing againſt the moſt ſe. | 
cret- corruptions:, it was likewiſe apparent vnto me, 
which was made acquainted with her fpirituall eſtate: 
for it was her godly care ſtill to be inſtructed how. ſhe 
might caſt out and reſiſt euill motions, groning and | 
ſighing vnder them, as vnder a moſt vncomfortable, 
heauie, and intollerable burden. Tel 
Now what greater ſigne is there of a good and gra- 

| eſi i- 

rit againſt the fleſh > What greater euidence ee 
that Paul was now a e perſon, then this, to 
wit, that he found this ſtriuing in his heart, and that he 


ſinne which was in his members? Rom. 7.23. What 
greater ſigne was there that Rebeccha was conceiued 
with child, then whenſhe felt ſuch a ſtruggling within 
her ſelfe berweene the children, as ſhe neuer felt before? 
So hat greater euidence that we are conceiued « 
Chriſt, then when we feele him ſenſibly ſtruggling in vs 


q 


| 
| 
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| I be ſirt Marke. By 
. Ifind adiflike of ſinne in all, euen in them that axe moſt 
deare vnto me. Fs 1+ 


This marke I knowto haue bene in this worthy wo- 
man: ſne grieued for ſinne in kindred , in familiar ac- 
quaintance, in ſeruants, in children. Yea ſhe grieued for 
the very appearance of euill, as when ſhe ſa that ſome 
walked not wiſely in the vſe of Chriſtian libertie , as in 
the vſe ofrecreations and ſuch like, And much more did 


ſhe gricue for the common ſwearing in the land, for 
Sab band breaking. for whoredome which is ſo ordina- 


ry, and for all ſuch abhominations. 
Nou to grieue for theabhominations of the time, is 


whom doth God ſet his marke vpon for his owne, Ezec. 
9.4. but vpon ſuch as ſigh and crie for the abhomina- 


tions of Ieruſalem 2 


1 7 The ſeuenth Marke. 20 a 

I deſrre to ſtirre vp mine affection after God, and to 4- 
¶ voide what might ſteale away mine heart from him, deligh- 
ing in all the wayes whereby mine heart might be infls- 
med towards him. Wee Rs 


This marke was apparently in this our ſiſter by theſe 
ſignes. She feared both the company and doctrine of 
{ſuch Miniſters, as ſhe perceived would give her too 
much liberty. She was likewiſe beſt pleaſedinthe grea- 
I teſt ſtrictneſſe, fo that it were not curious but comman- 
{ded of God. She maintained in her ſelfe a godly ĩcalo- 


an vndoubted ſigne of a good and happie eſtate. For 


ſie, leſt that riches neee 
&+ (156: cſſen | 
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ſpeech as might haue miniſtred 


rer 


ſſeſſen ber afteQion to Chriſt. She was fearſull to loſe any 
patt or dtam of her fitſt loue. She delighted moſt in 
ſuch conference, both at her table, and in companie, 
which ſauoured of religion: it was her griefe to heate 


thie diſcourſe, preferring rrifles and toyes before ſuch 
racetothe hearets. So 
clighted in ſuch wayes 


that! it was euident, that ſhe 


whereby her heart might be inflamed to loue God. Vea 


I do ſuppoſe, that het inner man was come to that de- 

ree ofloue and zeale, that ſhe deſired to heare no o- 
ther noyſe but the noyſe of Gods word, nor any other 
knocking but the knocking of Gods Spirit at the doore 
of the heart. She found that want of Gods word pub-' 
lickly preached ia the time of her long ſickneſſe, as chat 
the reſolued, if God would giue her but on much 
ſtrength to endure to be carried in a chaire to oo 


Church, ſhe would deſirouſſy go. 


Now what ſurer ſi igne is — ofa bleſſed e ben 


ſincere inflamed loue to God? The Lord promiſeth to 


ſnew merc oy vnto thouſands of them which loue kim, 
; 9 


is commandements, Erod. a0. 


The eight Marke. 
I find an holy reſt and quietneſſe of co mes. 


wil h Tyr 


| rana velaneſſe, and confidence fr in 1 God ſo mates. | | 


l, 


| knowledge at ſome times; as that in her perfect hea 


| vnto me in the r A ECO 


She found that degree of piritnall b boldneſſe to 


ſhe hath Jefired tobe dillolued, tharbowighrod — 
to haue that confidence wealened. She acknowledged 


death- 


ſome how they would ſpend their precious time in fro- | 


* 
— 
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— 
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liſh feares, and that ſne found much peace. Yea not 


be well with her after this life ended; bleſſing God with- 
all for the benefit which ſhehad receiued by the Mini · 


which were about her, that they ſhould be carefull to 
heare Setmons, and to meditate of them. Vea ſne did ſo 
ſpeake with that euidence of Spirit, as that ſhe drew 
teares from them which heard her at that time. 
Now what more cuident marł is there of a true Chri- 
ſtian, then a ſound faithꝰ what ſurer teſtimony then the 
teſtimony of Gods ow ne Spirit bearing witneſſe with 
our ſpirits that we are the children of God? Rom. &. 16. 


ö 


— 


aſſurance at all times, but ſhe groned many a time vnder 


| Chriſtiandoth not ſufficiently know, that the deare 
| ;children of God are ſubic to theſe pangs? in ſo much 


9.24. No ſooner did he beleeue, but preſently he was 


| 


Inde a deſire 


Nou indeed this our deare ſiſter did not feele this full 
the ſenſe of much vnbeleefe. But what experienced 


that we ſay, That ſurely that man or woman neuer be- 
leeuedaright which neuer doubted. But my deare bre. 
thren remember the eſtate of that good father in arte 


made ſenſible of his vabeleefe. For thus he cries with 
teares, Lord I beleeue, helpe my vnbeltefe. 


| Theninth Marke. PIE | 
of the practiſe of mortification 


of fries 
paſt and preſent. There is no ſin but I could willingly indge 
tobe afinne. 


dearh-bed,thar the Lord had freed her heart from hel. | 


many dayes before her departure out of this life, the | 
made a very excellent os of — 8 
neſſe of God vnto her, and how ſhe knew that it ſhould 


ſterie of the Word, and exhorting herkinred & friends | 


» 


1: 
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ay ſelfe fer it, ſo ſoone as 1 know it 


H This 


THE MONUME NT, 4 


k " * 5 * 
» K 4 * TW e - 8 K POET . a. 
Fa Pe — n . . IM 
P a = 
. 4 . 
2 \ = 


of God, that ſbefound her ſelfe quite dead to the — 
pleaſing motion tending that way. And her —_ | 
ſione hauing bene the ahuſing of things lawfu 


1 oi 


gree of mortification vnto her eſpeciall ſinnes, that the | 

did not obely quite forſake the — c ofthem,but alſo 

ſhelorhed them inwardly; & and confeſſed to the glorie 
er 


— 


came ſo farte to be mortiſied; as that ſhe was rempred 
to"abhorreeventhelawtull vſe. She was inclined not 
oncly to an holy reuenge vpon her ſelfe, but euen to ex. 
ceed in that reuenge and ſelfe · iudging. ; 

Now what greater argument is there of our ſpiticual 
riſing with Chriſt,then if we morrifie our earthly mem. 
bets? Coloſſ. 3. i. 5. and what greater ſigne that we ſhall 
eſcape 
ſclues? 3 11.3 Is 


The tenth Marke. 


— 


eftctme them the avely excellent Pens in the . gy | 


She loued poore Chriſtians as well as the rich, to 
my knowledge; ſhe preferred them before rich kindred. 
Shelouedthem meerly for their graces, and nor for 
worldly reſpects. For indeed the was a giuer, and not a 
receiuer. So that it was not with our ſiſter as it is with 
the children of this world, which ſpeabe euill of all ſuch 
as will not runne with themto the Na exceſſe of riot. 
She was far from contemning of Gods deare children, 


| vnder a colour as thoughth 
ſians, and irregular perſons,orthchke: But ſne iudged 


as Dauid did in Plal. /16.charthoſe charmed Cod, and 


_—_ 


This holy ſeruant of God, ſhe was come to that d de. | 


the indpement of God, then if we iudge our 


1owe all Gods children, and that for the truths ſake "al 


hey were Puritans and Preci- 


| 


— — 


; 
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All that ſhe hated in chenmwes heir oomupnouy which 
they themſelues alſo hate. a 


dent ſigne that they are the children of God. For as the 
Ap oftle eſpeaketh, — one which loueth, is borne of God, 
5 kzoweth God, 1. Ioh. 4. 5. 7. And againe he faith, in 
the 16. verſe of the ſame Chapter, He that dwelt in 
lone, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 


The eleuenth Marke. 
I agſire fe puritie, and to be holy 45 God is holy. 
This our Chriſtian ſiſter laboured againſt all ĩmpurity 


did much vexe her, as appeared by her feeling com- 

plaints. And 2>forbolineſſe, l am perſwaded ſhe affe- 
Bedi it farte aboue ſaluation: for what was ſtill her cſpe- 
ciallrequeſt? euen this, that God would be pleaſed to 
giue her a more holy heart. And moreouer , the more 
| holily that any Miniſter preached, the more was ſhe 
delighted to heare him. The more holily that any one 
or prayed, gaue thankes, the moreheartily | 
ſhe ſhewed her zeale in ſaying Amen. And indeed, as 
| for Sermons, and prayers, and thankſpiuing, which ſee- 
med to be very eloquent, if there was not ſome holy 


ſtood ſo affected vnto holineſſo, as that ſometimes wal-| 
king in her hal vpon the Sabbath day,and conferring of! 
Gods word, ſhe hath heartily defired , neuer to go a- 
Beine into the world, but if it were the willof God, chat 


| zeale in them, they were but a burden vnto her. Vea ſhe | 


were endued with grace, they were the Excellent ones. | 


| Now whoſocuer they be which have their hearts 
ſincerely ſeaſoned with true Chriſtian loue, it is an eui · | 


6 


both of fleſh and ſpirit : the leaſt ſecret im _ motion | 


— 
| 
| 
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fi 
[her Chriſtian praiſe. And ho conſtant ſhe was in ber 


mens browes , vnder the colour of giuing themſelues 


—— 
<= 


— 
— 


che might ſpend all her daies in that bleſſed fellowſhip 
wich God. And yet ſhe was none of thoſe that liued in. 
ordinately or idlely, who liuing by the ſweate of other 


vnto holineſſe, do altogether neglect or caſt off their 
particular callings, eſpecially if they be any thing pain- 
full. But ſhe thus ſpoke, being carefull of that holy con- 
dition, If it might ſtand with the will of God. 

By theſe ſymptomes and ſignes, we may ſee how this 
our ſiſter ſtood affected for holint ſſe. And what greater 
ſigne is there of a true child of God, then holineſſe? Be 
ye ſure, ſaith Dauid in Plalme 4. that God hath choſen to 
 himſelfe a gedly man. And Saints or holy peiſons, is one 
of the names which is given of God vnto his children 
inthe holy Scriptures, as you are not ignorant. 


| Thetwelfth Marke. 
I deſire io be good at home as well as abroad, in abſence 
of others as well as in preſence, in ſecret as well as openly. 


N 


g 


| 


| 
| 

ſter, we had ſufficient knowledge: for we daily beheld 
holy courſes in our abſence, I haue bene ſufficiently in- 
formed by others which were in the family. She had at- 
tained that degree ofſinceritie, as that her ſtudy was to 
hide her graces, at leaſt ſo farre as grace could be hid. 
For you know that grace is like ſweete oy le, it will vtter 
it ſelfe in the ſweete ſauour whether the Apot 
will or no. Fearefull ſhe was left any ſnould thinke more 


hoſe that would 


Concerning the domeſticall goodneſſe of this our 


1 


: 


| 


4 


- 


to be in her, then ſne thought to be in her ſelſe. She ha- 


ted vaine ſhewsz ſhe could not brooke t 


4 publikly 


| private praiſe, was in them. 


9 
1 


| She knew that howſocuer ſhe had walked weakly be- 


| ment of her ſinceritie was this, in that ſhe defired her e- | 


[ then is ſinceritie? What greater euidence was there of | 


0 


— — ww. 
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publikly make ſhew of more then was manffeff by their | 


|  :Yeavpon her death · bed ſhe afficred, thar (he had 
nothing in her ſelfe to comfort her but poore ſincetitie. 


fore God, yet ſhe had walked ſincerely. Another argu- 


ſtite to be throughly fitted both in health and ſickneſſe. 
And to that end, in health ſhe repaired to godly Mini- 
ſters for the triall of her eſtate; and alſo in ſickneſſe ſhe 
deſired the iudgements of more then of one Miniſter, 
that ſne might know the very truth of her eſtate. Vea ſhe 
defired to heare of her ſinnes, and to that end deſired 
me, either in my owne perſon, or by ſome other good 
Miniſter , to preach a Sermon of the curſed eſtate of 
man by nature, and ofthe vttermoſt terrors of the Law 
againſt ſinne; that ſo her ſtonie heart might be more 
and more broken : and for that paines ſhe would haue 
giuen me or any other Miniſter of Chriſt, which would 
aue made the Sermon, a large reward in gold. 

Now what greater ſigne is there of a good eſtate, 


Davids bleſſed eſtate then this, that he walked in the vp- 
rightneſſe of his heart in the midſt of his houſe? Pſalme| 


101.2. : | 
The thirteenth —_ * 
Ican pray for mine enemies, and my ſoule for 
them in her liſtreſſe; I will be at peace with them with- 
out revenge, I can forbeare them, when I could bring them 


| 


5 


That this ſeruant of Godcould pray for her enemies, 
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— 


andhumble her ſoule in their diſtreſſe, we may well be- 


might ſometimes report an vntruth, as receiuing it by 
report of others whom ſhe beleeued: But to ſpeake a 
lie, or to ſpeake againſt her one knowledge, to wrong 
any, or aduantage her ſelfe, it was farre from her. Againe, 
that ſhe would be at peace with her enemies, without 
| reuenge, and without ſeeking their ſhame, it was mani- 
feſt. For when ſome had exceedingly wronged her b 

their ſlanderous tongues, after ſhe had conferred with 


me, what I thought ſhe might do with a good conſci- 


ence in ſuch a caſe; ſhe was content to fit downe vnder 


the wrong, being perſwaded that God would cleare 
her innocency as the liglit at noone day. And this was 
the more excellent patience in this our godly ſiſter, be- 
cauſe indeed by nature ſne was very cholericke, and ſub- 
iect to paſſions. 

And what greater euidence is there ofa good eſtate, 
then to forgiue our enemies? For Chriſt himſelfe hath 
ſaid, that If we forgiue men their treſpaſſes, our beauenly 
Father will forgiue vs our treſpaſſes, Matth. 6.14. 


4 The fourteenth Marke. 251 
finde a willingneſſe to ſuffer any thing for God, by his 
aſſiſtance. | ; 


She was content (for the preſent) to endure the ha- 


7 


| 


perſecution of the tongue ., and the taunts of carnall 
ends. And 1 9 


1 — 


— 


— 
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leeue it if ſhe auouch it: for great was her truth in | 
ſpeech, and throughly tried. 1 do not denie but ſhe 


— 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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tred ofthe world for her profeſſion ſake , to endure the | 
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which might come vpon vs: and ſhe for her part looked 


to burne at a ſtake, then euer to yeed vnto Poperie, or 
to betray the truth of the Goſpell. And in theſe godly 
reſolutions, ſhe did not ttuſt in any ſort to her one 
| ſtrength, but was very iealous bow ſhe ſhould be able 

to 2 — the fire: Oh ſaid ſhe, how ſhall I endure to be 


drawne vpon an hurdle vnder Ne 
vnto a ftake,to ſuffer the violence of the fired &c. But yet 
ſhe ſtill was comforted with this, namely; that God was 
able to cauſe her to ſtand. . (21 Het 
And what greater ſigne is there of a ſound eſtate, 
then when it s giuen vnto vs, not onely to beleene in the 
 behalfe of Chriſt, bu? alſo to ſaffer for his ſakeꝰ Phil. 1.29. 


| a 

I deſire to dealt faithfully in the charge and calling in 

0 I am, and to diſcharge it in the conſcionable feare of 
. er nenb 298892 T * ro 7115 5 E. 


- 


0 


calling, but allo in her particular. For firſt, ſhe was a very 
faithfull wife, her very deſire was ſubiect to her husband. 
1 am perſwaded, that if her husband had commanded 


et to do the vileſt dtudgetie about the houſe; ſhe durſt 
not haue refuſed, in verie conſcience of Gods Law. And 
moreouer, whereas in her carnall eſtate, it was her com- 

mon practiſe to put forth her children to be nurſed a- 
broad, according to the practiſe of the proud women 


for it, and prepared for it. Yea, ſhe was minded rather | 


te, & to be bound 


Iuhis our ſiſter was not onely faithfull in her general 


n 


abroad, but toołe paines to nurſe them with her one 
l | oh | breaſts. 


"— 


in our times: when the Law.of God began to be wrir-| | 
ten in her heart, ſhe durſt no longer nuvle her children | | 
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d Againe, ſhe did moſt diligently ouerlee the 


(he did _—_— inſtruct chem in good wayes. She 
was grieued at any wn comm. eh in them: ſhe 
mourned for them: ſhe prayed ſor themʒſhe pitied their 
eſtate: and as for the ſoule of her louin 
' band,ſhe had an elpeciall care. 

Nou it is an eſpeciall marke of a true conuert, to be 
found faithful in the particular calling. As we ſee it is 
giuen by Paul as an euidence of the truth of the con- 
ueiſion of Oueſimus, that nom he was become profitable 


Into his maiſter \Philews.I Is 


The ſixteenth Mate. 
1 deſire to gloriſie God by a fruitfull profeſiion. 


The faith of this our ſiſter was no dead faith, To my 
knowledge ſhe was exceeding ft uitfull in good workes. 
What mony ſhe had of her owne in the time of her 


chers about this Citie, partly 
She was like vato Dorcas, ſhe made gatments, and that 
both wollen and linnen, and gaue them to poote Chri- 
ſtians, and to their children, She was a 


| 


g and kind huſ- 


health, (he diſtributed it a1 7 ju poore Prea - 
alſo to poore Chriſtians. 


wayes of her family : and ſhe cate not the bread ol idle- | 
neſſe, but ſtill ſne employed her ſelfe in ſome commen- | 
dable employment. And as for her children & ſeruants, 


| 
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| 


| 


| 
| 
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friend of the fa- | 
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the houſhold offaith. To my knowledgeſhe hath gi- 


Iremember that ſhe gaue to the Miniſter which was the 


. 


meanes (vnder God) of her conuerſion (as ſhe — 
ſed:) She gaue, I ſay, vnto him, by the conſent of he 
husband, the ſumme of fiftie pounds, beſides a large por- 
tion which ſhe begged of her husband to be diſtributed 
after her death vnto charitable vſes. The ſicke had cauſe 
to bleſſe God for her in her health, for ſhe viſited them 
| with meate, with bodily preſence, with neceſſarie helpe 
both by her ſelfe, and by her maides. And many that 
enioy health, haue 
her death, in reſpect of her liberall gifts. And for mine 
' owne part, Ihaue eſpeciall cauſe to bleſſe God in her 
life and in her death; for a moſt kind mother and nurſe 
ſhe was vnto me. n 
Now this fruitfulneſſe did argue the goodneſſe of 
| the Tree; for how doth a Chriſtian ſhew his faith, but 
| by his workes? And the Lord (as yon know) promiſeth 
a * reward vnto ſuch as do good vnto his mem- 
— th. 10.42. Yea, at the day of iudgement Chriſt 
45 


w 

bleſſed of my Fatlur, inherite the kingdome prepared for 
| you from the foundation of the world. For I was an humgred, 
and ye gaue me meute: I was thirſtie, and ye gaue me drinke: 
Iwas a ſtranger, and ye tooke me in : naked, and ye clothed 


| The ſeventeenth Marke. an 
me, 


ne: Iwas ſicke, and ye viſited me: I was inpriſon, and ye 


uen gold and filuer plentifully, to ſome more, and to | 
r — 


t cauſe to bleſſe God fot her in 


A ſuch fruirfull ones, Come vnto me, e 
0 


e. Auh ol rife topreſerue graces given ont 
and to preuent falling away. 5 i 
IR i 


P #| 
” * LEY 
- 


ag 4 


"THE MONUMENT, 


And I call repentance better grace then ioy, becauſe 


ſtantiall graces. For howſoeuer {he mourned for the 
want of that degree of ioy which ſhe had felt in former 
of holineſſe and righteouſneſſe ,. in a tender loue ro 
Cod, and to his word and children, in holy zeale, and 
fruitfulneſſe cuentothelalt period of her dayes. And 
indeed her want of full ioy was ſo ſanctified vnto her, 
that it was a furtherance to a better grace, namely to re- 
pentance and ſelfe deniall, and baſe eſteeme of het ſelfe. 


howſocuer ioy is a moſt excellent gift of the Spirit, yet 

vntoys repentance is more profitable, For I make no 
doubt but that a mourning Chriſtian may be ſaued 

without rauiſhing ioy, and that Chriſt may wipe away 

his teares in heaven; but no Chriſtian ſhall be ſaued 

without repentance and ſelfe.deniall. 

Now conſtancie and perſeuetance in a good and 
holy courſe, is an vndoubted argument ofa bleſſed and 
happie eſtate; as doth appeate by the words of our bleſ- 
ſed, Saviour himſelfe, Matth. 10.22. He that endureth to 
the end, ſhall be ſaued: and Reuel. 2. 10. Be thou faithfull 
to the death, and I will gine thee a crowne of life. 

The eighteenth Marke. mor 
1 find an vniuerſall change in my ſelſe, from that which 


Thane bene in former times. 


This marke and the two following, I propounded 


vnto her vpon herdeath+bed; which I mention now be- 


cauſe they areas vſefull for the Church as the former 


markes which 1 found noted in her paper. And that this 


times, yet ſhe continued in repentance, in the . | 


| | She continued faithful to the end in the moſt ſub. 


| 


Sf ſigne 


** „* 4 4 


che right hand from the left in religion, ſhe was 


| darkneſſe to light, from euillto good, from the power 


— — 


| | 


| 


4 Want of ſufficiency and zeale:ſne was alwayes complai- 
* for a ofherſpirituall wants. She was 
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ſigne was in out liſter as willas the former; it was eui- 
dent. Fot there was a maruellous change Wrought i in 
her mind and vnderſtanding : She that beforeknew not 
wne 
to a very great vnderſtanding, in ſo much that ſhe was 
able both to ſpeake diuinely to inſtruct her ſeruants and 
children, and to write — the very: language wy 
Canaan with great ſufficiency. 

Secondly, ſhe found a change in her will and affe- 
ions. For 0 that was dead before vnto any ſound pie- 
tie, now ſne was reuiued eboue ullthüntz to affect and 
roſecke Gods kingdome. | 

Thirdly, there was an evident change in her life and 
conuerſation; this we all knew which knew her, and can 
reſtifie, ++ | \ w4l * * Standes 
Now vhereſoeuer wa onivetfall charigh is; Gti 


of Satan to God; it is an euident ligne ot effectuall cal- 
ling, and effectuallcalling is an vndoubted figne of ele- 
6. 2 Cor. 5. 17. Ko yon be in Chriſt he is a new cyea- 


be hea om — 4 — 
1 vrter deniall of my ſelſe, know that in me, thut 
P in my fes, abideth ol = 7 * * good. 2 


This bleſſedſeruant of God had attained a great mea- 
ſure of felfe dettiall; She groned long vnder the burthen 


ofthe of ſp She admired any ones 
ram one: he lothed her owne prayers for 


ture; oll things are paſſed away, behold all 125 are be- 
; come new: 


* ___. brought 
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brought to plaine nothing in her owne eyes. She cſtec- 
eee ger in 
grace as all thoſe knew whichknew herthtoughly. 
Now my beloued, what greater ſigne is there of a 
true diſciple, then ſelfe deniall 2 What greater ſigne of a 
| ſafe eſtate, then ſpirituall povertie, felt and groned vn- 
| der? For what ſaith our bleſſed Sauiour? Matth. 5. 3. 
| Bleſſed are the poore in ſpirit , for theirs is the kingdome of 
heuuen. Yea whoſoever do loathe themſelues for their | 
iniquities, and much more for their ſpirituall wants, and 
for the euill of their good workes, it is euident that they 
are inthe couenant of mercy, Ezck: 36.315. | 


dt. De i. 


The twentieth Marke. 
Find e mine heart inclined to ſeeke after God and Chriſt 
in the vſe of diuine ordinances with feruencye . 


| 


This ſigne our ſiſter acknowledged vpon her death - 
bed aſſoʒ for when I demanded of her in the ſence 2 5 | 
preſent wants, whether her conſcience did not teſtiſie 
with her, that in her health ſhe had zealouſly ſought af. 
ter God: She made me anſwer, That her chamber, and 
cloſer,and orchard,and garden, and watergate, and tur- 
ret, and euery corner could teſtiſie that ſne had dearely 
and earneſtly ſought after Cod. Tea out ofthat know · 
pal andexperience, which Thad ofthe holy courſes 
of this ſanctified woman, I may well ſay , that it was 
wich this woman in ſome meaſure as it was with David, 
Pſal.42, (Arebe ul Mey xl water brookes,{o 
parted her ſoule after thee ſù . 
Now where there ĩs giuen this ſtrong. affection after 
God, the affection being conſtant, and alſo ioyned with 

| | OF 4 
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ſpoken that which I knew in her. And the vſes which I 


ſelte. Sixthly, if thou doeſt finde them in thee vpon dili- 


OR TOMBE-STONE, 


a feruent vſe of the meanes, it is an cuident ſigne of a 
bleſſed eſtate. For bleſ/ed are they which "ung and thirſt 
after righteouſneſſe, for they ſhall be ſatisfied, Mat. 5. 6. 
Thus I haue for the common good let out vnto you 
the markes and euidences of a bleſſed woman. I haue 


would haue you to make of that which hath bene ſpo- 
ken are theſe. Firſt, giue thanks vnto God for his won- 
derfull worke vpon our ſiſter. Secondly, learne hence- 
forth not to iudge of Chriſtians by the outward appea- 
rance. For it may be, many which did not ſo througbly 
know her, would not haue thought that ſhe had bene ſo 
rate a woman. Thirdly, learn not to enuy the good name 
or praiſe of others, but learne to be of Salomons minde, 
Prou. 3 t. 31: where ſpeaking of a „ woman, he ſaith, 
Giue her the fruit of her hanas, let her owne works praiſe 
her in the gates. Fourthly, examine thine owneeſtate by 
theſe matkes, and that by weighing euery particular 
ſigne, with the explanation & confirmation of the ſame. 
Fiftly, pray vnto God that thou maieſt find them in thy 


gent ſearch, then ſee thou be thanłfull to God, the giuer 

of all grace: and ſay with Dauid, Pſal. 16. 6. The lines are 

fallen vnto mie in pleaſant places, I haue a goodly heritage. 

2 1 walke through 
e 


Yeaſay with him in Pſal. 23.4. Tho 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will feare none eniil.T 
which childlike boldneſſe, and holy confidence, God 
Almightie giue vnto vs all, and preſerue in vs vnto 
the end and that for Chriſt Ieſus ſake, our one- 
ly Lord and Sauiour, Amen. 


FINIS. 
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THE NEW 
CREATVRE. 


A Sermon preached at Pauls croſſe, 
lanuary1-. 1619. 


By Stephen Deniſon, Miniſter of Gods word, at KA- 
therine Kree Church, in the Citie of London, 


2. Cor. 5.17. 

Therefore, if any man be in Chriſt; he in a new creature, | 

Gal. 6. 15, b 

For in Chriſt Ieſus, net her cireumciſion anaileth any thing nor vn- 


circumciſion, but a new creature, 


LONDON, 
Printed by Richard Fie/d,dwelling in great 
Woodſtreete. 1 62 2. 
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NOVRABLE, SIR SEBASTIAN 
HARVEY KNIGHT, LORD 


Maior of the honourable Citie 
of London: 


STEPHEN DENTS ON wiſheth increaſe of all ſaving grace in this 
world,aod etcroall glotie aad Lappineſle in the world to come. 


Nioht Honorrable, | 

E doftrine of Repentance and f the new Crea- 

ture, is very neceſſary in all places, and for all aſ- 

ſemblies This doflrme is fit for all perſons; it i fit 

Fer men of high degree, to cauſe them to bethinks 
„ u fit for men of low degree to canſe 

them to know themſeluet. It is fit for the true iu. 


to canſe him to adde practiſe to his knowledge 


true vſe of hearing Ser mont, which is, not to haue his uncircumci- 
ſed eare carnally pleaſed , but rather to haue hit poore ſoule regene- 


— — 


| the old men, and to all the inhabitants of the land. With this do- 
rine mas Tonas ſent »nto Nmene, Fortie dayes, and Nineue 
ſhall be deſtroyed. With this doctrine was Chriſt himſelfe ſent 
onto the loſt heepe of the houſe of Iſrael: Except a man be borne 


| at this time. I deſire that it mig 
God: eleft:which if it do I do wnfainedly confeſſe, it is not inreſpetl of 


| free bleſſing following my poore and weake endenours. 
1 Sermon publicke, are theſe, viz. 


neceſſarie then to underſtandthe myſterie of regeneration? without 
which no fleſh can be ſaued. 


| 


| 


And it is fit for the itching eare or curious hearer, to teach him the 


rated, edified; and refreſhed. With this doflrine was Ioel ſent vnto 


| againe, hecannot ſee the kingdome of God, And with this do- 
Arine is this weake meſſenger or re Treatiſe ſent into the world 

t do mach good vnto the ſoules of 

| any worth or ſufficiency that is in the author, but meerly by Geas 
The reaſont which haue moned me to makg this doflrine and 


Fir ſi, the confideration of the neceſſitie of it: for what is more | 


2 . 
TO THE RIGHT HO. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 


. 


[ 


K Second. 


loel 1.2. 
lonas 3.4. 


Loh. 3. 3. 
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| 7beſeech your Honour to accept this Treatiſe , which I offer as 
1. Tbeſ. 5.23. 


| worthy place 


| owne gaine and pleaſure, then in any ſort vpon Gods glorie : which 

| deſire not onely tonne themſelues, but alſo to make Chriſtian ma- | 

| grftrates partakers of their (nnes, by gining licence and liberty vnto 
then. | 


* Md 


I] Secondly the conſideration of the general extent of this doflrine: 
ru concerneth not onely them which beard the Sermon, but allo | 
all others; far God exhorteth all men to repent, 

Thirdly, the deſires of diners holy ¶ Hr iſtiaut, whoſe earneſt and 
godly requeſt I deſire to fulfill to my power. 
Andin that I do commend vnto your Honour, theſe my poore en- 
deuonrs contained in this booke, it is: 

Furſt, becauſe your Honour was an eare-witwefſe of this Sermon, 
enduring the coldneſſe of the (eaſon, to heare it wah much attention. 
| Secondly , becauſe your Honour hath e to your ſelfe a 
good report among men, by your init and vpright carriage in that 
calling whereunto you are called. 

Thwadly, becauſe your Honour hath had, and I hope will haue 
vnto the end, a ſingular care of Gods Sabbath, that it may not be 
profaned by the lendneſſe of men, which are more ſet vpon their 


1 


Fourthly , that 1 might hereby teſtiſie my lone vnfained unto 
this famous Citie; for the which I will alwayes pray ſ hat God would 
turn hus indgements from it, and preuent it with his liberal bleſ-. 
| ſings, ei 45 heanenty things in Chriſt. 


the widowes mite, to be caſt into Gods treaſurie. And ſo I will pray 
the very God of peace to ſanctiſie you wholly; and that your 
| whole ſpirit, and ſoule , and bodie, may be preſerued blame- 

leſſe, vnto the comming of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt Amen. 


Your Honours in all 
inthe Lord, 


Stephen Denſen 


—— 4 


| inſt defence giueth a double anſwer: firſt inthe 26. and 
27. verſes, in theſe words: If a righteous manforſaketh his 


— — 


— 


| 
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though formerly neuer ſo rightcous in ſhew; and he 


THE 


Eat 18. zt. 


Caſt away from jou all your tranſgreſſions whereby ye haue 
tranſgreſſed, and make you nem heart and anew ſpi- 
rit: for why will ye die, 6 houſe of Iſrael? 


I che ſiue andtwentieth verſe ofthis pre- 


that the houſe of 7/7ae/ had complained 
Sx V4 againſt the Lord, that his waies were not 
xe cquall.\ntothe which impudent, ſawcie, 
and blaſphemous complaint, the Lord in his one moſt 


righteouſneſſe,aud committethiniquitie, & dieth in them: 


| for tbe iniquitie that hehath dune O, ſball he die. Againe, 


when the wicked man turneth away from his wic kedneſſe 
that he hath committed, and doth that which is equall 


ſhouldſay : He that condemneth the impenitent, 


that iuſtifieth the penitent, though formerly neuer ſo 
wretched in deed, his wayes muſt needs be equall. But 
God doth this: Therefote his wayes muſt needs be e- 
quall. The ſecond anſwer which the Lord giueth to the 


ſent Chapter, the Prophet Exebiel tels vs, 


and 


rigbe, he ſhall ſaue his ſoule aliue. As though the Lord 


words of 


ls. Aa — 


former vniuſt complaint, is contained in t 
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THE NEW | 


| rion; or a counſell, and a reaſon. In the exhortation or 


— 


| for, in che words following, And make you 4 new heart 


uoide, in theſe words, Caſt away all your tranſgreſſions, 


| iced, in theſe words, For why will ye die, 6 houſe of 


— 
— om 


my text: Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſſions, wherby 

ye laue tranſgreſſed, &c. As though it were ſaid: He 

which offcrerh you life and ſaluation, vpon condition of 
repencance and amendment for the time to come, his 

wayes muſt needs be equall. But God offereth you this 
offer. Therefore bis wayes muſt needs be equal. 


Caſt away all your tranſgreſſious, &c. The parts of this 
text are two, to wit, an exhortation, and an expoſtula 


couaſell, the Church of God is taught, firſt, what to a- | 


whereby ye haue tranſgreſſed. Secondly, what to labour 


and a new ſpirit. And the expoſtulation or reaſon, is ta- | 
ken from rhe danger that will enſue if the counſell be re- 


= 


Iſrael? | 
Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſſions. | 
Caſt away: by this is meant a finall forſaking of ſinne; 


yea ſuch a forſaking is here vnderſtood, as is with an ho- 
ly deteſtation or indignation: much like vnto that 
ſpeech of the Prophet 7{aiah, Te ſhall defile alſo the coue- 
ring of thy grauen images of ſilusr, and the ornament of 
thy molten images of gold: thou ſhalt caſt them away as a 
polluted cloth: thou foult ſay vnto it, Get thee hence. 

All your tram greſſ ions. The word in the originall ſig- 
| nifiech properly ls, or failings, or leſſer ſinnes. Where- | 
by is not meant, that the Church muſt onely caſt away 
or forſake her ſ naller ſinnes, and retaine her greater; for 
that were with the Phariſes to ſtraine out a gnat, and to 
ſwallowa Camell: but by 3 in this text (by 


] 


a Synecdoche, part being put for the whole) we are to 


vnder- 


Fr.” — 1 —— - — 8 
728 CRE ATVRE. | 

vnderſtand all ſinne, from the greateſt to the leaſt; from | 
gęroſſe, crying, reigning ſinne, euen to out very infirmi- 
ties. The like figure is to be obſerued in the words of 
the third commandement, Thou ſhalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vaine =: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltleſſe, ci. Where it is not meant, that we ſhould | 
| onely make conſcience of taking Gds name in vaine | 
by lightvſc in common talke, and in the meane time 
make nv conſcience ofperiury before a magiſtrate : but 
the true meaning and ſcope of the commandement is, 


to teach vs to make conſcience of all prophanation of 


PILES 
—_— 


Exod, 2 0.7. 


Gods name, euen from the very ſinnes ok periury and 
blaſphemie, tothe leaſt oath. Euen ſo in my text, by 
tranſgreſſions we are to vnderſtand all ſinnes, both great 
and ſmall. For we muſt not fauour or abet our ſelues in 
our very infirmities. 

And make you a new heart and a new ſpirit. By heart 
and ſpirit here is meant the whole inner man. For by 
the heart is meant the memory, the will, the affections, 
and the conſcienee; and by the ſpirit is meant the ſpirit 
| of the mind, or the vnderſtanding. So that that which 

God requireth here to berenewed, is the whole inner 
man: according to that holy Prouerbe, Ay ſorne giue | Prou.23.26. 
me thine heart. But here a queſtion may be demanded: 
Will God therefore be content with the bare renewing 
ofthe inner man? or is he indifferent, whether the our- 
ward man be renewed or no? Not ſo: Fer we are bought EN 
with price: therefore we muſt glorifie God both in our bo- 
dies and in our ſpirits: for they are Gods. But the Lord na- 
meth the inner man, becauſe the true renouation begins 
there, namely at the heart and in the mind. Secondly, 


becauſe God knew full well, | 


that if once the inner man | 
= Fa were | 
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THE NEW. 


| were throughly renewed, the ourward man would 


quickly be reformed. According to that ſpeech of our 
bleſſed Saviour to the Phariſce : Thea blind Phariſee, 
cleanſe firſt that which is within the cup and platter, that 
the oulſide of them may be cleane alſ0. 
Why will ye die? There is a threefold death mentio- 
ned in the holy Scriptures: Firſt, natural, ang that is 
nothing elſe but a ſeparation for a time of the ſoule 
from the bodie. Secondly, ſpirituall, and that is a ſepara. | 
tion of the ſoule from the life of God, Thirdly,erernall , 
and that is a finall ſeparation both of bodie and ſoule, 
ſtom the comfortable preſence of God: Of the firſt kind | 
of death, is ſpoken in Hebr. 9. 27. It is appointed vnto men 
to die once. Of the ſecond, is ſpoken in Luke 15. 32. This 
thy brother was dead, and is aliue ageine Ofche third is 
made mention in Reuel. 21.8. The fearefull, and unbe- 
leeuing. and abhominable, and murder ers, and wheremon- | 
gers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all lyers, ſhall haue 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone : whichis the ſecond death. My text is meant of the 
third kind of death : why will ye die? that is, why will ye 
incurre the danger ofthe ſeconddeath,which is eternal! 
damnation both of ſoule and bodie , to be tormented 
with the Diuell and his Angels for euer? 
| Obhouſe of iſrael. By the houſe of I ſrael in this place, 


ta both peoples, in Gal. 6. 6. And I am ſurethe matter of 


it did the Jewes. For I appeale to euery mans conſci- 


Haue 


away all our tranſgreſſions, as euer had the ewes? 
i f 


| 


| 


is meant the Church of God both among the lewes | 
and among the Gentiles, For the name Iſrael is giuen 


the exhortation concernes vs Gentiles as much as euer 


ence: haue not we as great need to be exhotted to caſt | 


not 


1 R EATYR E. 


not we as much need to be ſtirred vp to become new 
creatures, as euer had the Iewesꝰludge we in our ſelues. 
Furthermore, thisname Iſrael is taken from the Patri - 
arch /acob, who was named Iſrael by the Angell which 
| wraſtled with him, becauſe as a Prince he had prevailed 
with God. And it is a very fit name forall Gods people, 
becaule they are a generation that can wraſtle with God 
in prayer, and allo preuaile. Thus much ofthe litterall 
meaning of the words. 

Caſt away all your tranſgreſſions. Before I come to 
the points of doctrine which I principally aime at, two 
queſtions are firſt to be anſwered: Firſt, whether repen- 
trance be in a mans owne power or no, becauſe the 
Church is here exhorted, as by her owne action, to caſt 
away her tranſgreſſions, and to wake her ſelfe anew 
heart and a new ſpirit? And the ſecond queſtion is, whe- 
ther a man haue free will or no? becauſe it is ſaid here, 
Vn willye die, 0 houſe of Iſrael? As ſeeming to imply, 

that it was in the — ene ſelte, whether 
ſhe would be ſaued or damned. | 50 Ke 


pentance, or that repenta 
1 to rior ianupetere, bur itis theſpeciall 
gift of God: according tothatina.Tim.2.25. In meet. 
nefſe iuſtrucbing them that oppoſe themſelues 


= 


ledging of the trurb. And furthermore, euery vnregene- 
— wa woman, is a very blacłe More, yea 
a Leopard: and therefore as the blacke More cannot 
we fon peri — „which is accuſto- 
medto do euill. We do not deny, but natural} men and 


to 
| _women 


] 


— 


Concerning thefirſt queſtion, Lanſwer, that true re- 
nce which is neuer to be re- 


*. 
God per aduenture will giue them repentance, to wm 


ler. 13. 23. 
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1.Kiog, 2. 29 
| Exod.9. 27. 
Ceu. 20,6. 


| Mat-2 7.5. 


a 


ler.31.18, 


3 


| 


— 


| 


| 


[ 


| 


| 


| the word of man, to wit, a bare ſound or voice;butbein 


ö 


women may attaine ſome degree of ſorrow, as Judas 
did; and ſome degree of outward humiliation, as A. 
hab did; and ſome degree of confeſſion as Pharaoh did; 
and ſome degree of the reſtraining ſpirit, as CA bime- 
lech did; and ſome degree of ſatis faction vnto men 
for iniuries done, as the ſame Judas did. But to the 
ſauing ſight of ſinne, or to the contrite ſpirit,which God 
will not deſpiſezor ſound inward 3 vnto (19, 
which is by the Spiritzor to true conſcience of ſinne, & 
louing le after righteouſnelſe; hereunto a meere 
naturall perſon can neuet attaineby his owne naturall 
ſtrength. For it is ſpiritually, and not naturally attained; 
it is the worke of God, and not of man. And therefore 
Ephraim is heard bemoning himſclte to God in theſe | 
termes, Turne thou me, and I ſhall be turned: for thou art 
the Lord my God. Wherein he doth ſecretly acknow- 
ledge , that he had not repentance in his owne power, 
but chat it was the gift of God. 

But here remaineth ſtill another difficultie. For it 


may be obiected further: If repentance be not in a mans 


owne power, then why doth God exhort vs here to caſt 
off all our iniquities, and to male our ſelues new hearts 
and new ſpirits? God doth not this becauſe he preſuppo - 
ſech an ability in vs to performe that which he tequitethʒ 


but becauſe he himſelfe is ente do that for vs, which 
he requires at out hands. For the word of Cod ĩs not as 


ioyned with the Spirit; it offercth grace, and effecteth 
that in the hearts of the elect in ſome meaſure, which it 
doth re- h. 20. 
27.2 8.Cheiſts word commanded Themas not to be infi. 
delious but beleeuing, & the ſame word wrought faith 


in 


| 
ire. As we reade concerning Themas, Ioh. 20. 
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ted in things of a lower nature. For ſew of the children 
of God after conuctſion (as I ſuppoſe) do fall ſo groſſy 
as did Dauid and Peter. The child er 
ration may be aſſailed with euill thoughts: and may be 
ſubiect to like paſſions as others are: yea idle words may 
ſometimes {lip from them at vnawates, and ſome fai. 
lings there may be in their actions and dealings: and 
they may alſo come ſhort in the well performing of ho- 
ly duties, and the like. But a ſinne of preſumption is vſu- 


Rom. 3. 13, Their throate is an open [epulcher, muh their 
tongues they haue wſed dereit; the poyſon ofaſper i 


their feete are ſwift to ſhed bloud, cc. 
Fourrhly, a ſinne of infirmitie is commonly of igno- 


red that three Tabernacles might be made, one for 
Chriſt, one for Moſes, and one for Elias, not knowing 
hat he ſaid, whereas a ſinne of preſumption is alwaies 
e the light of knowledge. For the wicked knowing 
the judgement of God (that they which do ſuch things are 
. | worthy of death ) not onelydo the ſame, but haue . in 
them that do them. Rom. 1.32. 


| preſently repented of 3 and is more carefully ſhunned 


— 


example of holy 7b, in his fortierh Chapter, and fourth 
and th verſes: who perceiuing that he had bene too 
d with God, preſently vpon the ſight of his ſinne 
breaketh out into theſe termes of repen 
vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay my hand pon my 
| month, once haus 1ſpoken,but I will not anſwer againe; yea 


| 


—. 


tice, Behold Tam 


of God aſter t | 


ally committed with an high hand, in 1 matters. 
their lips : whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſſe, 


rance, as was the ſinne of Peter when raſhly he deſi- 


Fifthly, a ſinne of infirmitie when it is knowne, it is 


and bewar d of for the time to come: as we ſee in the 


EW 247. AT 
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| 


boaſted of. The children of /4e/ made a trade otprouo: | 


— 


— — 


| ſent repentance: To day if ye will heare bis voyce, harden 
| wot your hearts ,as in the pronocation and in the day of temp- 


— — 


| 


ewiſe,but / e er no further. Whereas on the con- 
trary a ſinne of preſumption is commonly made a trade 
of, and continued in, yea many times defended and 


king God vnto anger in the wilderneſſe, and continued 
therein fortie yeares, Pſal. 95. 10. The wicked idolaters 
offer to defend their offering of cakes to the Queene of 
heauen, Ier. 44. 7. And the vn godly boaſteth of his heart, 
deſire. Plal. io. 3. 
Now thercfore conſidering what great difference 
there is betwixt ſiunes of infirmitie and ſinnes of pre- 
ſumption, let no man deceiue himſelfe in being encou- 
raged to liue in his owune groſſe ſinnes of preſumption, 
becauſe the true children of God, ſore againſt their wils, 
ate ſubiect to many ſlips and imperfections. 
I am convinced in my conſcience ( may ſome ſay) 
that I ought to live better then I do, and that I ought 
to breake off my beſt · beloued ſinnes: but may I not do 
this hereafter? what neceſſitie is there of preſent amend · 
ment? To this I anſwer: It is not for thee ( my 
brother) to put off thy repentance from day to day; and 
that for diverſe weightie reaſons, 

Firſt,bccauſe God himſelfe calleth vpon thee for pre- 


tation inthe wilderneſſe. 


| Secondly , becauſe through procraſtination thine 


ed in Hebrewes 3. i 3. Exhort one another duly, while it is 
called today, leſt any of you be hardened through the deceit- 


fulneſſe of ſinne. FT 
Tach bocdule thy life is fraile and vncertainethou 


6 | 


| 


heart may be made bard and impenitent, as is imply-| 


| 


knoweſt 


4 
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eace withan hote iron, it will at one time or other 


CREATVRE: 


noweſt not what a day may brin ngforh ;thou — 
be aliue and in health to day, and dead and buried by to 
morrow: therefore it behoueth thee to repent whileſt 


thou haſt yet time. 
Fourthly, there be(no doubt) multitudes at this inſtant 


in bel re tor deferring their repentãce, notwithſtanding 
that they purpoſed, as thou docſt, to t hereafter. 


Aad therefore, leſt thou be like ſuch fooliſh virgins,and 


leſt thou alſo come — 0 of torment, thou muſt 
not onel t, and caſt away all thy tranſgreſſions 
— tranſgreſſedʒ but this thou muſt do 
to day, without any minutes proctaſtination. 
am content (will ſome haply ſay) to part with 
whatſocucr I am convinced of to be a ſinne; but how 
ſnall I be conuinced of ſinne, or by — 1 
come to finde out my beloued ſinne? I anſwer, it ne! 
knoweſt not (my Chriſtian brother) thy heh ſince, 
which euery man doth more eaſily — then forſake, 
akerhele ow iredtonsforthe fndingourof thy fin. 


Firſt, pray vnto God (but pray fervently, and in the 
— — Chriſt.) that he would vouchſafe to diſcouer 
vnto thee thy ſinnes. For it is the Spirit of God which 
conuinceth the world of ſinne;and he is that eye: ſalue which 
muſt cauſe thee toſee. | 
Secondly, thou muſt bevery 
word, but eſpecially in the reading of the Law of God: 
for by the Law pra the knowledge of ſinne. And the 
Lau is that true criſtall glaſſe, wherein thoumayeſt dil. 
couer and ſce thy vgly deformities. 

Thirdly, thou muſt carefully obſerue the checkes of 
thy conſcience, For if thou haſt not ſeared thy conſci- 
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1. Sam. 12. 


1 /ſe. 


| lob 2012. 


1. /e. 


CLE RS 


No hauing proued vnto you at large the truth of 
| che docttine; nainely, that a true conuert muſt turne, not 


— 


— 


they neuer meane to forſake them. But l leave ſuch to 


> RP 


| juſtice. Let Magiſtrates learne to beware of too much 


fraud and deceit, and all ſhamefull ſectet cortuptions 
| of their particular callmgs. In a word let euery man and 


bi 


checke thee for thy beloued fine; and thine one heart 
will ſinite thee, as Dauids heart ſmote him, when he had 
cut off the lap of Sauls garment. 
Fourthy, thou muſt be content to ſuffer the word of 
exhortation from the Miniſter , from thy ftiend, yea 
from thy very enemy, if thou defireſt to come to the 
ſight — Many times others ſee more in vs, then 


his ſinne, but by Naihan the Prophet his miniſtery? 


from ſome, but from all his ſinnes: the vſe of the point is, 
firſt to condemne the practiſe of groſſe hypocrites, vn- 
to whom ſinne is ſweet, and they hide it vnder their 
tongues: which with Saul ſparo their fat ſins uf pleaſure 
and profit; and learne of Naaman to ſay, Lord be mer- 
cifull vnto vs in theſe ſinnes; when in the meane time 


their iuſt condemnation; vnleſſe they repent. 


Secondly, it ſerues for exhorration,” to excite euery | 
one of you, and mine owne ſoule allo, toforſake- all fin. 


example, leſt many thereby be de filed. Let Lawyers 
learne tobe ware of bribes, to peruert iudgement and 


ſeueritie towards ſome, and of too much partialitie to- 
wards others. Let tradeſ-men leatne to breake off all 


woman, rich and poore, yong and old, one and other, 
learne to caſt off all their tranſgreſſions ,"whereby-rhey 
haue tranſgrefſed. And that we may obtaine the happie 


we can ſee in our ſelues How came Dauid to the ſight of 


Let Miniſters learne to beware of falſe doctrine, and bad | 


victorie 


— 


— 
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¶ victorie againſt our eſpeciall corru 


— 


and by his beloued Diſciple,Remember from whence thou 


| /worne, and will performe it, that I will keepe thy righteous 
| indgements. A reſolute vowand Redfaſtreſolution, are 


Fourthly, we muſt be very conuerſant in the vſe of 
Gods ordinances, to wit, of praying, aduiſed teading, 
frequent hearing, prepared receiving of the Lords Sup- 
per, &c. Diligence in theſe things is an eſpeciall meanes, 


HNW 


Fiſthly, we muſt auoid the companie of ſuch as haue 


— 


ions, theſe rules are 


1 


pt 
to be obſerued with all carefulneſſe. i 
Firſt, we muſt daily examine our ſelues: for thus ſaith 


the Lord of hoaſts by the Prophet, Conſider your wayes; 


art fallen. | * A 
| Secondly, we muſt daily confeſſe them, and be- 


moane our {clues daily for them to Cod; yea we muſt 
condemne our ſelues for them, and deſire ſtrength a- 


of the meſſenger of Satan,which was ſent to buffet him, 


2.Cor 12.7. N . 
- Thirdly , we muſt daily renew our couenant with 


God, vowing againſt our ſinnes, as Dauid did; I haue 


notable preſeruatiues againſt all ſinne. 


wich the helpe of Gods Spirit, to mortific any ſinne. 


bene the inſtruments of Satan formerly to allure vs to 


ſin. For in vaine ſhall we eto keepe the comman- 
dements of our God, vnlefle with Dauid we ſay to our 


gainſt them by prayer. Al this did aul for the remouing | 


graceleſſe companions,Depart from me ye wicked, 
: Thirdly, conſidering that all ſinne muſt be. caſt off, i 
may ſerue more particularly for the inſtruction both of 


Miniſters and Magiſtrates. Of vs Miniſters; we muſt 


hereby be excited to take diligent notice of the ſinnes 


that teigne in ibis land, and eſpecially amongſt 


EY: bat 


Pſal. 1 19. 106. 


3. Dſe. 


| 
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| that pe le of which God hath made vs ee and 


ſhall appeare, we ſhall receiue the crowne of glurie mhich fa- 


; 
Prcheſeaterh 


ted, therefore the heart of the ſonnes of mem is fully ſet in 
| them to do cuill. Let Magiſtrates learne of ork arr | 


' | nation and 
 424inſ} the God of Shadrach, Me 


let vs without reſpect of perſons endeuour to ſubdue all 
ſin. Let vs not feare the rich, nor fauour out benefactots. 
Let vs not deſire to ſpeake pleaſing things, but proſita- 
ble things. Let vs cauſe Ieruſalem io know all her abhomi- 
wats ple deliuet ourſelues from bloud-guiltineſle, 
by giuing warning; and ſo when the chiefe Shepheard 


deth not away. 

Secondly , this may ſerue forthe inſtruction of all 
ſuch as are in authoritie either in Church or Common- 
wealth:they muſt labour to ſuppreſſe to their power all 


ſinnezbut eſpecially ſuch fins as reigne in this Land, and | 


in this famous Citie of London. Let Eccleſiaſtical power 


ſuppreſſe all hereſie and ſchiſme, ſuch as are Popery, Ar- 


minianiſme, Anabaptiſme, Familiſme, deprauing of the 
Sabbath, and ſuch like. Let the maintainers of theſe cur- 
ſedſects be ſharply cenſured, and ſought out, and dili- 

ntly enquired ae, Let theſeskulking foxes be taken; 
that ſpoile this vine,perſwading vnſta- 
ble ſoules to deſperate ſeparation. mw 

Here likewiſe let the ſecular Magiſtrate learne to ſup- 
preſſe andpuniſh the groſſe abuſes of the time, ſuch as 
are, ſwearing , Sabbath breaking, theft, whoredome, 
drunkenneſſe, idleneſſe, and innumerable other. For be- 
cauſe ſentence againſt an euill worke is not ſpeedily execu- 


⁊ar topuniſh ſwearers and blaſphemers;for he (though 


3 


— 


an heathen} made a ſolemne decree, That euery people, 
e, which ſhould ſpeake any thing amiſſe- 

2 and — 
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| ſhould be cut in eeces , and their houſes ſhould be made 4 


| 


— — againſt vs profeſſed Chriſtians, in that we 
t 


* 


|ſes, nor ſtreete and field adulteries, bur let them tale 


ber of Tauernes and Alehouſes , which too ordinarily 


ſuch places. — 
domiticall ſinne of i 
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dunghill. Surely this he achen man may iuſtly riſe vp in 


ſi he glorious and featefull Name ot God, and the 
precious bloud and ſacred wounds of leſus Chriſt, fo 
commonly and ordinarily to be profaned and blaſphe- 
med. Let Magiſtrates learne of Nehemiah to be zealous 
for the Lords dabbathʒ that as he threatned to lay hands 
on all ſuch as broke the Sabbath by their ſelling wares 
on that bleſſed day, ſo they would take notice of the 
profanation of the Sabbath in euery kinde, and labour 


tion at the requeſt of any,for any carnall libertie: know- 
ing the ill diſpoſition of mans nature, that if it haue an 
inch, it will take an elne. Let e therfore learne 
of Phunees, to execute ſeuete iudgement vpon the adul- 
terer and the whore. Let them not winke at filthie hou- 


with Phinees the iaueline of iuſtice, and ſuppreſſe theſe 
groſſe — for pre Let 
Magiſtrates learne to ea it among tradeſ- 
men, and let them not ſuffer the throate of the Com- 
mon · wealth to be vnnaturally cut by her owne children 
nor by ſtrangers. Let Magiſtrates learne to ſuppreſſe 
that common and ordinarie ſinne of drunkenneſſe, and 


for the ſame purpoſe to ſuppreſſe the ſuperfluous num. 


ate houſes of diſorder and cages of vncleane birds; and 
let them ſtrengthen the hands of vnder · officers, which 
may narrowly looke vnto the abuſes and diſorders of 

| learne to ſuppreſſe the So- | 
eneſſe, and therefote let them en 


to ſuppteſſe all abuſes, and not to giue the leaſt tollera- 


deuour | 


0 
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Pfal. 106.30. 
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to worke, and will nor; and for this purpoſe let them te · 
1 member the rule of the bleſſed Apoſtle, F there be any 
. Theſſ. 3. 0 er will not wor be, let hum not eate. And here I wiſh that 
| amore Chriſtian care might be taken of certaine poore 
children, which take vp their lodging in the cold ſtreets; 
and many of them are found dead in the morning. I | 
pray God their bloud be not one day required at the 
= - | hands ofthoſe that ſhould ſee theſe things reformeg. 
= | In a word (becaule time would be too ſhort to enter 
| 
| 


| 

| | deuourto reſtraine thoſe ſturdy beggers which are able | 
| 
| 


vpon all particulars, )let Magiſtrates learne of Dauid to | 
pal. 101.5. | deſtroy all the wicked of the land, that they may cut off all | ? 
wicked doers from the Citie of the Lord. And for the ſame | 
F purpoſe let them haue aneſpeciall care of the choile of | 
FF {£x04.18.2. | vnder-officers, for the bad choiſe of them is the bane of 
1 all iuſtice. Siegl ae 0 
N Fourthly and laſtly, conſidering that a true Convert 
1 muſt caſt away all his tranſgreſſions, therefore let the 
171 profane ſtageplayer forſake his vnlawfull youth pollu - 
14 ting trade, and betake himſelte to ſome law full calling: 
Ep. 4.28, | remembring that euery Chriſtian is bound to work wih 
q his hands the thing which is good, Let the ſcoffer at reli 
= gion and religious perſons, which cries downeall holi- 
neſſe and feare of God vndera colour of a hell inuented 
nick · name, ceaſſe from his Iſmaelitiſh mocking, leſt his 
bonds increaſe. Let the couetous perſon ceaſſe from his 
couetouſneſſe, confidering that it is not frugality or 
good husbandry, as the diuell would make him beleeue, 
but it is idolatrie, odious to God, hatefull to men, and in 
| it ſelfe damnable, as the Scripture ſpeaketh. Let the 
proud perſon ceaſſe from pride, both in heart and coun- 
| tenance, and ſpeech,andapparell,borh in reſpeQ of — | 
ond war 


| 


| 


I 


2 


thers which will content themſelues with no faſhion in 
apparell, nor with any naturall conntenance, but will | 


'| gainefull ſinne, 
Firſt, becauſe he hath no warrant for his 


+ — SS - 
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wards gift and inward giftszand the rather, firſt becauſe 


pride is one of the ſixe things which God abhorreth: 
Secondly, becauſe God will viſit the ſinne of pride in 


apparell even in Princes children, and much more in o- 


needs haue a painted face of their owne making, becauſe 
they like it better to be like vnto that ſtrumpet Jeſabel, 
then to conforme themſelues after the modeſt manner 
of holy women. Let the malicious perſon ceaſſe from 
his walice,knowingthat iris murder in the ſight of God; 
let him ceaſſe to hate his brother in his heart; let him 
ceaſſe ro curſe another, leſt it light vpon himſelfeʒlet him 
ceaſſe to ſeeke revenge, either cunningly or openly, ei- 


ther vnder 


| 


ence of law or otherwiſe, knowing that 
vengeancebelongs to God, and he will repay. Let the de 
ceirtull perſon ceaſſe to line by his wits (as he termes 
it,) let him not get his liuing by carding, dicing, bow- 
ling, coſening, 83 ſuch like forged cauilla- 
tion knowing that God'is auenger of all ſuch things. Let 
the vſürer learne to forſake his vſury, though it be a 


28 from 
1 * place of Gods word truly and faithſully vnder- | 
ood. | 
Secondly, becauſe the word of God, doth expteſly 
condemne his practiſe in diuerſe places, as in Pſal.15.5. 
Ezechiel 18.1 3.Luke 6.35. and in many other texts of 
holy od 1 1 
Thirdly, becauſe it is a matter of euill report, and e. 
uer was ſo, both amongſt Chriſtians and heathens. 
Fourthly, becauſe it is maintained with a ttembling 


Prou. s. 17. | 


Zeph.r, 8, | 


2. King. 9. as 


1. Ich 3.14. | 
Plal, iog9. 17. 
* 
Rom. 12.19. | 


1. Theſ 4. 6. 
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ſon auoid ſchiſme, and let him pray for, and endeuour 


conſcience: many vſurers doubting, ſome vpon their 


death · beds repenting. and others after conuetſion tur- 
ning from the practiſe of vſury, acknowledging that 
when they were vſurers, they were in the way to hell & 
deſtruction. \ 

Fifthly, becauſe the vſurer lines by the ſweate of ano- 
ther mans browes , whereas it were Chriſtian honeſtic 
for a man to liue by his owne labour. 

Sixthly, becauſe vſury is the cauſe of idleneſſe, it is 
the cauſe that men giue ouer their lawful trades & com- 
mendable employment in the common wealth, & liue 
idlely;or elſe giue themſelues to running to ſtageplayes, 
or bowling, ot vicious life, or to ſuch like epicuriſme. 

I do not purpoſe ſolemnly to handle this controuer- 
ſie concerning vſury in this ſhort Treatiſe. For other. 
wiſe I would ſee what could be pleaded for this Baall, 
and would eaſily (as I hope) giue à Chriſtian anſwer 
vnto ſuch as deſire not to be contentious, but to be re- 
ſolued in the caſe of their conſcience. But I may not 
ſtand vpon this point at large at this time. I rather aime | 
to pelle at large vpon the point of vſury, if I live to 

come to the handling of the eight Commandement, 
whereof vſury is a breach. In a word, let the factious per- 


the peace of Ieruſalem. Let the hypocrite auoid his hy- 
ocriſie, knowing that God is not mocked, yea let him 
e aſſuted that God will bring all things to iudgement, yea 
euery ſecret ſinne. Let the ſlanderer ceaſſe ſtom ſlande- 
ring, knowing that he which ſmiteth his brother ſerretly 
is accurſed. Let vs all caſt. away all our tranſgreſſions 
whereby we haue tranſgreſſed. Thus much of the fitſt 
doctrine or inſtruction. | 


| nd | 
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| whereby he hath tranſgreſſed, but alſo he muſt 
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And make you a new heart and anew ſpirit. 
come to the ſecond branch ofthe deuine counfell gi 
vnto the Church in this text: and that is the 3 ich 
the Church muſt labour for, to wit, a new heart and a 
new ſpirit. And the docttine hence to be noted, is, that 
It is the part and duty of euery true Conuert, not onely not 
# 1 himſelfe in any one corruption what ſoeuerʒ but al. 
ſo he muſt become a new creature in true ſauing grace. And 
this bleſſed renouation muſt not onely be in the refor- 


ming of the outward man, as of the ſpeech, counte- 
narice,apparell,;behaviour,&ſuchlike; but it muſt be in 
the inner man,in the vnderſtanding,memory,will, affe- 


ctions and conſcience: it muſt be inthe heart and in the 
ſpirit. For indeed Cod requireth truth in the imward 


parts. And howſocuer man loołeth on the outward ap- 
pearance, & contents himſelfe with ir, yet God beholderh 


| 


he heart. No ſetuice will pleaſe God, vnleſle it be # 
ſpirit aud truth. To this purpoſe alſo Paul ſpeaketh no- 
tably in Epheſ. 4. 22. That ye put off concerning the former 
 conuer ſation,the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
 deteitfuill lnſts , and be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind: 


in vighteouſneſſe and true holineſſe. And vnto this may 
be added that other place in 2. Cor. 5. 17. Therefore if any 
mam be in Chriſt, be is a hem tr eature : ola things are paſſed 
away, behold, all things are become new. By both which 
laces it is manifeſt, that it is not ſufficient to ceaſſe ro 
old, but there muſt be alſo a renewing. It is not ſuffi- 
ciem for a Conuert to caſt away all his „ 
make 
him a new heart and a new ſpirit. 


and that ye put on the new man which after dod is created 


Now concerning the new creature, or ſtate of reno · 


N 2 | ** Uation, | 
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pound theſe neceſlaric points to be conſidered of: Firſt, 
what neceſſitie there is of renovation... Secondly, by 
what meanes it is wrought. Thirdly, by what degrees, 
Fourchly,what be the concomitants of it. Fifthly con- 
ſſceerning the conſtancie. „ AAS, 
f. Point. Concerning t enccefſitic ofthis inward renovation 
or regeneration, we are to conſider, firſt, that without 
it no ficſh can be ſaued: for Chriſt himſelfe ſaith, Except 
Vb. is.g. | ye be conuerted, and become a litle children, 1eſhall net en. 
ter into the 1 of heauen. And againe he ſaith, Ex- 

cept a man be 
God. Againe, we are all vaſſals of Satan by nature, and 
2, rim. a 26. | are taken of him at his will; and therefore it is neceſſary 
| that we ſhould beſet free out of ſpirituall bondage by | 
vertue of regeneration, Againe, by nature all the facul- 
ties of our ſoules are out of frame, out members being 
1 the members of vnrighteouſneſſe: and therefore it is 
| neceſſirie that we ſhould be ſet in ioynt againe by re- 
=. generation. Laſtly, without regeneration. our very ſa | 
* crifices, our prayers, our heating the word, — 
our ciuill lives, are vnpleaſing to God, For as much as | 
Rom. f. 8. they that are in the fleſh (that is, varegencrate} cannot 
3 | pleaſe dod, as the bleſſed Apoſtle ſpeaket n. 
Vſe. Let euery man and woman lay to heart this ne- 
| ceſſitie; and let them not deceiue themſelues with that 
1 fond deceit, that if they liue ciuilly, and pay euety man 
1 his one, and go to the Church as others do, that then 
they ſhall ſurely be ſaued, though they remaine as ig 
Eu of regeneration as euer was Ncodemus. I tell 


ö 


you nay : for vnleſſe you be regenerate and borne a: 
gain you remain in dapger of tervallcondeoma- 
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RY | uation „which is a great Euangelicall myſtery 8 pro- 1 
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rne a gaine, he cannot ſee the kingdome of | 


1 
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Concerning the meanes whereby re 


ji it is not man, nor Angell, but Gods Spirit, There is no 
creature in heauen or carth that can conuert a ſdule by 
| his owne power: this worke belongs to God alone: for 
we are borne not of bloud, nor of the will of man, mor of the 


and 13. verſe. Ar ny) 
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all hich la : 5, and many more, ks evident, 
lall1 cauſe of regeneration-is 


alk boly word of God contained i in the Canonicall 


' wrought, we are to note firſt, thatthe efficient cauſe of | 


of the admirable worke ofregeneration is due 

alone, and is not to be aſcribed to any . on 

| Secondly, the moſt 3 — ' joftrumencall. — 
nes) which Go 


word of God, | 
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thePope doch vnto che ſoules of the common people, 
ee them the vſe of the Sctiptures: & 

o what enemies they ate vnto Chriſtskingdome and 
to mens laluation, which labour to their power to ſup- 
preſſe and extin uiſh the powerfull preaching of Gods 
word. Laftly;this ſhould reach vs to glorific God for 
che plentie fs preaching in this Land, bur eſpecially in 
this Citie: for Mereby there is good hope of the conuer- 
ſien of many ſoules. And let vs alwayes, as we haue all 
uſt cauſe, pray againſt Poperie and that not on 
ſpectof the bloudthirſtineſſe ee e 
in that moſt barbarous plot of the gunpo 55 treaſon 


| word, the eſpeciall inſtrument of mans faluation. 
Concerning the de 
moſtcommonly wroughr;rhey are theſe following: 
Firſt, the holy Ghoſt quickens the ſoule which it doth 
conuert, finding it dead in treſpaſſes and ſinnes. Thus it 
quickened the prodigall one Luke 15. 33. Th thy bro. 
= was dead, and is aliue againe: and thus he qu ened 
the Ef hefians, in the fich Chapter of that Epiſtle, the 
verſe; and in the ſecond Chapter, the firſt verſe, 
Where we are to note, chat the me 
dead Nsture r io Bet) Ie 
cauſe the ſoule is deſtitue of alt ies t 
rally it is an alien from the liſe of 0 
Epheſ. 4.18. God doth not exerciſe the life e 
the ſoule of any vnregenerate perſon, as 
hearts of thoſe that are regenerate.” And this firſt a 
regeneration or ſpirituall quick is termed in 


of 


che pencrlleſumeion, Mes that 5898 in the duſt ſball 
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but alſo becauſe irſeeks to deptiue vs of the vſe of Gods | 


regeneration is | 


isnot aid to be | 


he doth in a 


tures be fir f reſarrection, Firſt, becauſe as in the day of | 


awake, 


R 


| 
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awake, Dan. 12. 2: ſo by vertue ofthis firſt teſutrection \| 


1. Cor. 15. 34. Secondly, as.inthegenerallreſurreion 
the bodies of the Saintes ſhall be made like vnto the 
glorious bodie of Chriſt himſelfe, Philip, 3. 21 : ſo by 
vertue of this firſt teſnrrection the ſoules of the Saints 
come to beare the image and ſtampe of God himſelfe, 
being made holy as he is holy, Eph. 4. a4. Andhereby a 
man or woman may trie whether they be regenerate & 
quickened or no, if they will but examine whether they 
be awake to liue tighteouſſy or no, and whether they 
beare Gods image in true holineſſe or no. If theſe things 
be in thee, thou art vndoubtedly quickenedꝭ if not, thou 
remaineſt ſtill but a dead man. 
T he ſecond degree whereby regeneration is wrougbt, 
is illumination: for when we begin to ſtand wp from the 


dredghen immodienly If e 
the God which commanied tight to ſhine aut of darkneſſe, 
beginneth roſbine in our hearts, 2. Cor. 4. G. Yea then 
11 of ſaluation beginneth to damne, and the day. ſtarre 
of ſquing knowledge to ariſe in our hearts. 2. Pet. 1. 19. 
By vertne of this heauenly light a man or woman is 
brought to ſee in ſome meęaſure the danger of their na- 
turall ſtate, and what need they haue of repentance, and 
of Chriſt, and of Gods mercy, and of inward purging 
from their cottuptions; and what reaſon they haue of 
denying themſelues, carrying about with them ſuch a 
maſſe of corruption, whereof now they are aware. 
Where it is to be noted, that the reprobate may in ſome 
meaſure be enlighined alſo. He may haue ſo much light 
as to leaue him without excuſe. This is manifeſt out of 


ö 


many that ſleepe in ſinne ſhall awake to live righteouſly. | 


Heb.6.4. where it is ſaid ofthe apoſtates and finall back- | 
"ory ſliders, 
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fliders ar hey w were once 8 brened Bůt the difference 


„the « | Aarcned and quickened: 
burche tobate ĩs onely enlightened and not quicke- | 
ned; for he remaines ſtill an alien from the life of God. 
Epheſ'4 18, Secondly, the elect are enlightened to ſee 
their ſinne, as we ſee in the example of Pau, Rom. 7. 27. 
Lee another lam in my members, c&c. but the reprobate 
ially to behold the danger of fin, 
and the puniſhment of the ſame ;; as we ſee in the exam- 
ple of Cain, Gen 4.13. iy puniſb ment is greater then! 
can beare. Thirdly, the elect are enlightened to amend. 
ment, as we ſee in che example of 6b, in his 40. wa 
ter, fifth verſe; I haue polen once, bit Twill do ſo no more; 
or I will not anſwer. But the reprobate are . 
to deſpaire, and to e courſes. As we ſee in the ex- 
ample of Iudas, Math. 25.5. who fo ſoone as he was en · 
Vofaencd toſeethe danger of his eſtate; went immedi- 
7 and deſperatly hanged hirnſelfe. And hereby we 
may examine and trie our e en 
y Arp ened or no. For if we be e 
we be brought to the ſight of e 
9 ande ond then ĩt is acotnfortabk 


that we are fauingly 2 we kgs | 
in darknefſe vnto this houre. 
is Ae Ab. 


The third degree whereby 
ally wrought;is contrition. Thus when thoſe three thbu- 
ſand were conuerted by Peer Sermon, Act. 2. 37. it is 
aid that they were pricked in their hurts; and the citie 
ſinner when ſhe was regenerate, ſhe 2 behind Chriſt | 
at his feete weeping, Lale 38. helle way be lid of 
Peter and diuerſe others. 

Where alſo it is carefully to be eblerues; chat this | 


— 
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very reprobate may haue a kind of ſorrow, and may | 
1 hang downe their heads like a bulruſn for a time, Elay 5 
58.5. 1s it ſuch a faſt that I require, that a mam ſbould 4 f. 
Hict bis ſoule for a day? cc. But the difference is, firſt the 
cle& mourne for the offence againſt God, as we ſee in 
the example of Dauid, Pſal. f 1. 4. Againſt thee, againſt | | 
| thee onely haue I ſinned. But the reprobate mourne eſpe- 
cially in reſpect of the puniſnment, as we ſce in the ex- 

ample of Pharaoh, Exodus 9. 27. who when he ſaw the 
| tudgements of God vpon him, and vpon his land, could 
| then confeſſe with a ſeeming ſorrow, that He and his 
people were wicked, Secondly, the elect mourne with | 
godly ſorrow vnto repentance not to be repented of , as we 
9 ſee inthe example of the Corinthians, 2. Cor. 7. o: but 
the reprobate ſorrow with a worldly ſorrow that cauſcth 
death;Thirdly the elect mourne,bur with ome grounds 
of hope. For they know in the midſt of their ſorrow, | 
that their ſinne is not greater then can be forgiuen, vn- 
¶leſſe it be in caſe of temptation: they know alſo that 
| Gods mercy is greater then their ſinne; and that the | 
| bloud of leſus Chriſt is able to waſhthem from all ini-| | 
quitie: and ſo by theſe generall grounds at the leaſt in | 
2 middeſt of their 2 „they eee their heart in 
ome degree of hope: but the reprobate mourne as men 

| quite bereft of all hope, thinking their ſinnes to be grea- 
ter then canbe ſorgiuen. ; 
And hereby alſo we may try our ſelues whether we 
haue ſauingly ſorrowed for ſinne orno. For if we haue 
| forrowedfor the ſinne, as well as for the puniſhment; 
and il we haue ſotrowed to repentance & amendment: 
N and laſtly, if we haue ſorrowed in hope, it is a good ſigne | þ 
| chat our ſorrow is true. Otherwiſe our ſorrow is not the | 
19015! * 0 true 3 | 
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true ſorrow of the Conuert, but rather the worldly ſor- 
row of the wicked. | 
The fourth degree whereby tegeneration is com- 
monly wrought, is the ſpirituall hunger and thirſt after 
rightcouſneſſe, The conuert ſoule thirſts and pants af - 
ell A2. 1. ter Chriſt, A the Hart brayeth after the rivers of wa- 
ters. If God would give riches, honours, pleaſures, and 
not Chiiſt,they would be accounted as dung & droſſe, 
 Phil.3.7. And che child of God thirſteth after Chriſt, 
not oncly in reſpect of his benefits, and to ſerue his own 
turne, but alſo out of loue to Chriſt his perſon, in re- 
ſpect of his excellencies. VWhereupon the Church is 
| ſaidto be ſicke of laue ro Chriſt, Cant. 5. 8. And to this 
degree no reprobate in the world attaineth. For to loue | 0 
Chriſt for himſelfe, and to loue his glorious appearing, 
is peculiar to the ele, and to ſuch as ſhall receive rhe 
crowne of tighteouſneſſe, z. Tim. 4. 6. 
| Secondly, as the true Conuert thirfterh after Chtiſt, 
ſo like w ſe he longeth after the word and ſacraments, as 
| appeareth by the example of the 3000 in Acts 2. 42. 
| who preſently vpon their conuei ſion continued in the 
Apoſtles doctrine, and fellomſbip, and breaking of bread,and 1 


1 Prayers. N 

17 | | Now the ee and wicked may attaine a linde 
1 of deſire after the word, but it is either with Eve, meerly 

to get knowledge, or with Simon Ntagus to make gaine, * 
or with the Phariſec to get a name; or with the carnal 
|  Goſpellers amongſt the Corinthians, for affectation to | 
| the perſon of him that delivers it. Or ifit beforany taſte | 
. | of ſweetneſſe which they finde in the word, then that 
| taſte laſteth but for a ſeaſon. As che phantaſticke Iewes 
1 Ou rejoyce in Tobn Baptiſts light for a ſeaſon, Ioh. 5. 35. 


| ; whereas | 
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| ence ſake, as we ſee in the example of 7oſeph, Geneſ. 39. 

| How ſhall do this great wickedneſſe,and ſinne againſt God? 
| whereas the wicked ſhunnerh ſinne, not for conſcience, 
but either ſo fear 


18.11 I thanke God I am not as other men,extortioners,un- 


| ning ſpirit, as we ſee in the example of Abimelech, Gen, 


| the example of Dauid, Plal.119.101. I haue reffained my 
feete from euery euill way, But the wicked perſon is like 
| Herod, he will not part with his Herodias or darling fin, | 
Mark. 6. 20. 7 { 
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whereas the true Conuert loues the word for it ſelfe, 
and continues in the ſtudy of it, and endeuours to at- 


fruits in holy practiſe. 
The fifth degree whereby regeneration is common - 
ly wrought, is by declining from ſinne. For ſo ſoone as 


the divine nature, preſently it begins to diſtaſte ſin, and 


uerted, he ceaſſed perfecuting Gods Church, Acts 9. 
The like may be faid of Zacchews and divers others. | 
Where we muſt note, that the reprobate and wicked 


uert :as appeares by the example of the Phariſee, Luk. 


inſt, adulterers, &c. But the difference is, the true con- 
uert declines from ſin by vertue of the ſanctifying Spirit 


of God, he is ꝓſbed by the Spirit of our God, 1. Cor. 6. 
10-11. But the wicked abſtaineth onely by the reſtrai- 


20.6.1 haue kept thee, &c. 
- Secondly, the true Conuert is content to part with 


all his ſinnes, euen with his beloued ſinnes, as we ſee in 


Thirdly, the true conuert forſaketh ſinne for conſci- 


of men, or for feare ofſhame, or for 


* 


| 
| 


taine ſaving grace by it, labouring to bring forth the 


any ſoule is conuerted to God, and made partaker of 


to ſtrive againſt it. Euen Paul lo ſoone as he was con- 


may abſtaĩne from many ſinnes, as well as the true Con- 
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"1teare ot hell, or in reſpect off wing charges , orthe like: 


"OP | faine haue bene medling with Chriſt, but they did for 


as Me ſce in the example of the high Priefts,who would 


beare, howbeit not for conſcience ſake, but for feare of | 
the people g. Let all Chtiſtians examine themſelues by 


thele differences, whether the it declining from ſinne be 
che right declining or no. 


& perſected, is, full aſſurance of Gods fauour.For when 
the holy Ghoſt hath in ſome good meaſure ſanctified 
the heart, and made it pliable to Gods will in vniuerſall 
obedience, then it becomes the Spirit ef adoption, crying 
Abba, Father in out hearts, and teſtifying together with 
our ſprits that we are the children of Cod, Rom.8.15.16. 


haue a kinde of perſwaſion of Gods fauour towards 
chem, as they ſeeme to haue in 1. Theſſ. y. 3. which cry 
Peace and ſafetie. But the difference is, firſt, the aſſurance 
of the elect js wrought by the Spirit of adoption; but 
the perſwaſion of the wicked is not ſo, but is wrotght 
rather by Satan which lullerh them aſleepe. Secondly, 
the aſſurance of the ele& hath a ſure foundation, to 
wit, the prorniſes of the Goſpell the mercy of God, and 
Chriſt: but the perſwaſion of the wicked is grounded 
vponthe ſandy foundation of hisowne merits. Thirdly, | 
the aſſurance of the elect breedeth an eſpeciall care to 
pleaſe God: but the perſwaſioi ot the wicked breedeth 
carnall ſecuritie and boldneſſe to ſmne. 
The fourth generall point propounded concerning 
this great myſtery of tegeneration, is touching the con- 
comitants of this grace. And the cõcomitants or things 
accompanying this grace of regeneration, are theſe: 
| (1 ; 


m__ 


The ſixth degree whereby regeneration is wrought 


Where we muſt alſo note, that the very wicked may 


Firſt ! 
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Firſt, an vniuetſall change. For there is none truly rege - 
nerated, but they are truly changed, yea vniueiſally 
ch All things are become new wihthem Fea they 
 arePhanged from glorie to glorie, as by the Spirit of the | 
Lord. Where we are to note, thatthevery reprobate 
may allo be change dʒ as we reade of Saul, that God gave 
hum another heart. But the change in the ceprobare, is far 
different from the change wroughg in the elect. For the 
change in the reprobate, is but in common giſts of the 
Spirit, as we ſee in San, he was changed onely to pro- 
pheſie, or to rule; whereas the elect are changed by ſpe- 
ciall and ſauing gifts, as, to be regenerate, ſauingly to be. 
lceue, to repent with repentance neuer to be repented 
of, &c. Secondly, the reprobates are changed but onely 
in part they are like Ephraim, or as a cake baked on the 
one ſide: but the elect ate vniueiſally „ e 
wardly and outwardly in iudgement, will, affections, 
| conſcience, conuerſation, outward behauiout, and the 
Secondly, the ſecond concomitant of regeneration, 
is the combat betweene the fleſn and the ſpitit. For 
there is none truly tegenerate, but they haue a combat 
within them. Thus it was with Paul, who found in him. 
ſelſe after regeneration; a law rebelling againſt the lam 
| of b# mind, Rom. 7. 8. Where we muſt alſo note, that 
the very reptobate may haue a kind of reluctation, by 
vertue of the light of their naturall conſciences;as we ſee 
in the example of Pla, he was loth to condemne 
OChriſt, he had and: of ſttiuiog within him, yea he 
I ſought to releaſe him. But the difference is, the teprobate 
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haue a ſtriving againſt ſin, eithet in teſpect of the ſhame | 
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2:Cor, 3.18 
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1.Pet.1.23 
Phil 1.29 
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and the ſſeſn: whereas the cle@ haue a ſttiuing againſt 
ſinne, for conſcience ſale, and in loue to God. 
- Thirdly, the third concomitant of regeneration, is 


like carnall ends 10 that cheir ſtriuing is not the com | 
bat of che fleſh and the ſpirit, but the combat of the fleſh] 


this point, in the * of Zaccheus, and many other. 
| Whcre obſerue, that the wicked and vnregenetate may 
do many ſeeming good workes, as we ſee in the exam- 
ple ofthe Barbarians, ho laded Paul with things ne- 
ceſſaty, Acts 28.10. But the difference is, the reprobate 
and wicked do many ſeeming good worłes, either mer- 
cenarily to receiue the like a game, or vaingloriouſly for 
the praiſe of men, or ſuperſtitiouſſy with opinion of me- 
rit. Whereas the ele& do good workes vnto ſuch as are 
not able to requite them, and that in true ſinceritĩe and 
humilitie, not ſecking their owne praiſe, but Gods glo- 


that they are vaprofitable ſeruant d. 

Fourthly, the fourth concomitant of regeneration, is 
the matter of perſecution. For there is none regenerate 
to liue godly in Chriſt leſus, but they muſt ſuffer perſecu- 
tion in one kind or in another, as Paul ſpeakes in 2. Tim. 
3.9. Where we are alſo to note, that the very wicked 
| may ſuffer for their profeſſion; yea & ſuffer many things 


| for the truths ſake alſo,as Paul implyeth in 1. Coraz.3. 
that they that ate without loue, may giue their bodies to 


be burxed: and as we ſee in the examples of Papiſts, Ar- 
rians, and other wretched heretickes, which ſometimes 
are ready to lay done their liues for their profeſſion 


ſake. But che difference is in the tauſe of ſuffering : for 
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| fruitfulneſſe. There be none truly regenerate, but they | 
ate made fruitful}. We might inſtance for the proofe of 
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ry, confeſſing when they haue done all that they can, 
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(repentance. (4 pi. 2; 86 

lob. 14. 16. The Camforter ſball remaine muh you for 

euer. FI" 

Kom. 11. 1. Hath God caſt away his people? God forbid. 
Pſal. 37.38. The Lor d forſaketh not his ſaints, 

By all which places, and many other, it is manifeſt that 

they which are once effectually called, and tiuly rege- 


are fox euet the children of Od. 
And the reaſon is, firſt, becauſe God is conſtant, both 


| hening this ſcale, The Lord knoweth who are bu: and in 
his loue,for whom he loueth, he laueth ta the end, Ioh 13.1. 


Secondly, becauſe God hath promiſed that the gates 
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in his decree, for the foundation of God remuinerh ſure, 


nerate, and haue receiued the Spirit of adoption, they 
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Ioh. 10.27 


O biet. 
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things. 


to the end: He is ſtronger then alland none is able to place 
Father. 


1 


the weakeſt babe in Chrilt out of the hands of the bleſſed l 


Andif any Papiſt or Arwinian ſhall obiget the exam 


| ples of jadas or Demas, or the ſtony ground; or of m any 


Profgfſors that rurnecarnall, &c. To this I anſwer, that 
thoſe that finally and totally fall away from the truth, 
They were neuer of vs; for if they had bene of us, they would 
haue continued with vs, 1. Ioh. 2. 19. Theſe might poſſibly 
receiue certaine common pitts of the Spirit, as to be en- 
lightened, &. but they neuer were truly regenerate. 
We do not deny but the true child of God may be 
much weakened concerning the degree of true ſauing 
grace which formerly he hath felt: which commeth to 


meanes of ſaluation, or with Dauid by relapſe into ſin; 
but to fall totally from all ſauing grace, or finally with- 
out any recouety, this we confidently deny, according 
to that in Micha. 7. &. Reioyce not againſt me 0 mine enemie: 
for though I fall I ſhall ariſe, c. 

Thus I haue paſſed through 


hrouph the five neceſſary points 
concerning regeneration ; and haue firſt ſhewed vnto 
you the neceſſitie, ſecondly the meanes, thirdly, the de- 
grees, fourthly the concommitants, fiftly the conſtan- 
cie of this famous worke of regenetation. Fanne your 
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ſelues by that which hath bene ſpoben; conſider what 


Thaue ſaid, and te Lord giue you vnderſtanding in all 


„„ ha. i aver 


paſſe either by the negle@ of the publicke and private 
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Now I come to the laſt part ofche text, which isthe 
1 or reaſon: why will ye die? From whence | 
Lobſerue, that Mans deſtruction is of himſelfe. For elſe 


why ſhould God expoſtulate with his Church in this 
place ? why will ye dje? ö 
For the proofe of which point, take theſe places fol. | 
Howi , | | 
| Hol.13.9, O Iſrael, thouhaſt deſtroyed thy ſelfe ; but thy 
helpe is of me. | | 


Prou. 6. 3 2. Hethat committeth adultery witha woman, 
lacketh wnacrſtanding e be that doth it, deſtroyerh his 


owe ſoule. GENIE * FAVS 1-20 41 
Pal. 51.4. 4gain/ttber, againſt thee oncly haue T ſinned, | 
and done euill in thy ſight : that thou mighteſt be iuſt when 
thou ſpeakeſt, and pure = when thou iudgeſt. 
And it muſt needs be, that deſtruction is ofa mans 
ſelfe, and not of God, firſt , becauſe Cod created man 
perfect at the fitſt, and gaue him free will to ſtand if he 
would; and man having free will in Adam to ſtand, 
yet willingly and wilfully eat of the forbidden fruite, and 
| loſt both himſelfe and his poſteritie, and the freedome 
{of his will. N . iert 
Secondly, de ſtruction muſt needs be of a mans ſelfe, 
and not of God, becauſe Cod hath ſent a ſufficient re- 
demption by the meanes of his owne Son; and bath 
[commanded it to be preached tocuery creature : yea he 
| hath commanded vs to beleeue in Chriſt, whom he hath 
ſext,xTob.3. 23. And therefore if when a pardon is offe- 
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red, we wilfully refuſe it, then our deſtruction is of our 
ſelues. nen <a 10 * 
Thirdly; God h ath giuen vnto vs a moſt powerfull 


able to ſaue our ſoules, Iam. 


1 


1. Reaſon. 
| 


| 


word, yea a word which is 
1 &ft | 
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THE NEW © | 
1141; and therefore if we neglect ot deſpiſe ſo great ſal. 
uation, the bloud is vpon our owne heads. 
Fourthly, God giueth ſufficient warning, by his threat 
nings out of the word, and by his juſt iudgements ſhew- 
ed vpon others : and therefore if we will take no war 
ning, neither by threats, not by iudgements, nor by 
ſignes from heauen , we ſhall worthily periſh without 
| mercy. Dre At; 
5. Regen. Fiftly, God giueth vnto man ſufficient time of te- 
pentance; as he gaue to the old world in the dayes of 
Noah, an humdred and twentie yeares , Gen. 5.3. And 
1 therefore if with curſed 7eſabe! we haue time giuen to re- 
pent, and repent not, we ſhall iuſtly periſh with her, Reu. 
oF 2.21.22. wk EINE 
| 6.Reaſon. Sixtly, what could haue bene done more vnto the 
Wes we of _ _ e — — Iſa. 5. 
4. And therefore if after all diꝑgi an . ing, and 
— we remaine {till —— we ſha july be 
11  hewne downe, and caſt into the fire. >} 
biel Bur what ſay you then to theſe places of Scripture, | 
* | which manifeſtly confirme the doctrine of teprobation? 
Rom.9.1.12.13. For the children being not yet borne, 
neither hauing done any good nor euill: it was ſaid, Iecob 
haue I loutd, and Eſau haue I hated. 
lude. 4. For tbere are certaine men crept in unamares, 
who were before of old ordained for this condemmation. a 
Ier. 6. 30. Reprobate ſiluer ſhall mem call them : for the 
Lord hath reiefted then. 
We (On WE truth of theſe holy places; we 
{acknowledge alfo the truth of the doctrine of repro- 
bation, to wit, that God as the mightie Potter, haui 
abſolute itie of the lumpe of mankinde, 
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r ill; faethededaring ofhis. 


power, and manifeſting of his e 
But here it is carefully to be obſerued, that howſoe | | 
uer a mans reprobation-be of God, yet his deſtruQion 


FTF. 

ome daotn re many, 4 it the toun- 
faden of the world was call yet he throweth no man 
nor woman, yong nor old into hell, before they come 
to their perſonall appearance before Chriſt , and be 
found guiltie at the barre of Gods iudgement ſeate, of 
ſin, either actuall, or at the leaſt originall, 2. Cor. 5. 1b 
Secondly, though God do reprobate men and wo- 
men, yet he doth not tempt or enforce any man or wo 
mano ſinne forthe accompliſhing of his one decree. 
Fer God tempteth no man; as James ſpeaketh in his firſt | 
Chap. v.13. And it were hellifh blaſphemy to affirme, | 
that God were in any ſort the authot ot ſinne. 
II geſtruction be ofa mans ſelfe, then it ſeemeth that | 3-0%ief. | 
he hath free will to be ſaued if he will, conttary vnto that == 
which was deliuered before. 
Man indeed in Adam had once free will, as well as | 
he had the liuely image of God; but now hauing loſt it, | 
he may iuſtly be condemned for the loſſe of it: and now 
he hath no further will vnto good then he is moued by 
Gods Spirit; nor further power againſt euill, then he is 
{ preſerued by the power of God through faith. 
Vea but it might ſeeme ſtill, that a mans deſtruction 3. Oli. 
is of God, becauſe he doth not reſtraine men — 0 1 
not preuent them with his grace. For is not he guiltie 

eit! 
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of a childs death; that run toward a pit, and 
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ſtayeth it not, when there is power in his hand to do it 3 | 
We muſt not meaſure Cod bo is aboue the Law, 
by man vnder the Lau. A mat in this caſe is indeed guil: 
tie, becauſe he is bound by the Lau to ſaue life if he can; 
but God is a free worker, it is in him to hawemercic on 
whom be will; it: is alſo lawfull for hints do what he wil. 
with his mne; ſor he is bound to no ma. 
Conficering therefore that a mans and womans de- 
ſtruction is of themſelues, this ſneweth what ſpitefull e- 
nemies we ate to out ſelues. We make ourſelves liable 
to Gods wrath, we bring vpon our ſelues iudgements 
in this world, we wilfully lot heauen, and theconſorta | 
ble preſence of God, and Chriſt, and of bleſſed Saints 
and Angels; yea we purchaſe to our ſelues eternall tor- 
ment in hell fire with the diuell and his Angels, inthat 
horrible darke and deepe pit which the diuels them: 
ſelues do tremble to thinke vpon. O conſider this all ye 
that forget God, and which ſport and deliglit your 
ſelues in your ſinfull courſes, which 1 
the Oxe drinketh water, which drinke I ſay , and axe ne- 
uer ſatisſied: O why will ye die, ye poore houſe of Iſrael? | 3 
Let all good Chriſtians learne, that as the wicked and | 
vngodly do diligently worke out their owne damna- | | 
tion, ſo to be carefull on the contrary to worke out their 
ſaluation; and this. they ſhall do by the power of God, 
and not by their owne power, or by any thing in them. 
4 ſelues. | 1 | | 
Fiiſt if they be carefull to vſe all the meanes which 
God hath appointed for the working of ſauing faith, 
and the nouriſhing of the ſame in their hearts. 


Secondly, if they labout in all the parts of repentance, 
if they daily examine themſelues, if they daily humble 


| <p} their | 
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unn. 


cheir ſoules for their ſinnes, if they dayly 


| euery Chriſtian which deſires to grow in grace be cate- 


| 


them that are ſuch , we command and exhort by our Lord 


full of bloud , God may iuſtly ſay vnto thee : Nhat haſ 
then to do, to tread within my | 
condly, prepare thy ſelfe by reading ſome part of Gods 


— 


their omne bread. And concerning the right hearing of 


he had prepared himſelfe firſt by reading the Prophet 
Haiah. Thirdly, prepare thy ſelſe for publicke hearing by 
privare prayer, praying for thy ft ele e 
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ah 


| . | labour for 

mortification, and if they endeuour to ſerue God in ho- 

lineſſe and righteouſneſſe all the dayes of their liues. 
And for this purpoſe take theſe ſew directions: Let 


full of Gods publicke ordinances. Let them heare Gods 


word with Marie, atknowledging that to be the better Luk 10.24. 
part; but let them not vnder that pretence quite caſt off | 
_ [theirpatticularlawfullcallings, and ſo liue inordinatcly, 


contrary to the rule of the Apoſtle in 2. Theſ.3. 12. Now 
leſus Chriſt, that with quietneſſe they worte, and eate 
Gods word, take theſe rules before thou repaiicſt to 
Gods houſe. Eirſt prepare thy ſelfe with repentance, and 
with an heartie purpoſe of amendment of lite. For o- 
therwiſe if thou commeſt ro Gods houſe with thy hands 


Courts? Iſaiah. 1. 12. Se- 


word, according to the example of the Eunuch, Act. &. 
30. who was well prepared to heare Philip preach hen 


or the Miniſte, rand 
for the Congregation ? beſeeching God of his mercig- 


to open vnto the Miniſter the doore of vtterancc,; and EPh. 6. 19 


to thy ſelfe and the reſt of the Co! 
of faith Fourthly, repaire unto Gods houſe with an 
honeſt heart, not to ſee faſtions, not to carpe at the Mi- 
niſter, not vpon cuſtome, not to be noted to be religi- 
ous:;not for feare of mis law but go with a true deſire to 
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Eeclel. 5.1. 
| Ecclel.3.1, 


on. Sixtly , after thou haſt heard the word, meditate: 
throughly of the points deliuered, leſt Satan come and 


.| the doers of the Law are iuſt before God, Rom.2.13. And 


worſhip God, and to reape to thine owneſoule eternall 


Iſay. 2.3 which ſaith, Come, let vs go wp to the houſe of the | 
| Lord: he will teach vs his wayes, and me will maile in 
ha aths 0 7; | | 
iftly, when thou art come to the Church, hearken 


1 
| 
| 


benefire ; according to the example of the Church in 


with all diligence and reverence to Gods word, accor- 
ding to the example of Lidia, who atteded to the doctrine 
of Paul, and was conuerted. Beware of gazing in the 
time of Gods ordinances, leſt Satan tempt thee. Beware 
of ſleeping in the Kay ts , Jeſt God ſhew his 


6 — — 1 


did vpon Eutychus. Take heede of praying and reading 


attend vnto the preaching , leſt thou offer the ſacrifice of 
fooles. Remember that there is a time for all things, and 
euery thing ought to be done in its fit time and ſea- 


ſteale the good ſeed out of thy heart; examine thy ſelſe 


rebuked for ſinne, let that rebuke preuaile with ihee to 

repentance and amendment. a l 
Alſo vrhen thou haſt heard Gods word, marke the 

directions, and practiſe them: For, not the hearers but 


concerning the promiſes, apply them to thy ſelſe if thou 
findeſt thy ſelfe capable, that is, if thou endeuoureſt to 
keepe the condition of them: and indeed the word 
will profit thee nothing, vnleſſe thou haſt faith to apply 


* 


it, Heb. 4.2. — * 


iudgement and execute his vengeance vpon thee, as he 


other matters in the ſermon time, hen thou ſhouldeſt 


by that which was preached, and if thou findeſt thy ſelfe | 


:M _— 3 = 1 . 
Secondly;ʒ that thou mayeſt worke out thine owne 
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ſaluation, be carefull frequently and often tobe partaker 
with Cods Church of the — Suppe 5 4 Fug 
ment worthily receiued is meate indeed, and drinke_ | lobn.6.yy, 
indeed. Thou muſt not thinke it ſufficient roreceiue the | 
Sacrament once or twiſe by the yeate, butthinke it an 
eſpeciall fauor of God if thou mayeſt receiue it often; 
| alwayes prouided that thou beeſt prepared thereunto, By 
| with knowledge, faith, rance, and charity. BY 
Thirdly, be carefull alſo of priuate duties, reade the 


Canonicall Scriptures diligently : refreſh thy ſoule 


, * 


morning & euening with ſome Chapter of Gods word. 
The King himſelfe is not exempted from this holy duty, $ | 
but the Lord would haue his word to be with him, that 
he might reade therein all the dayes of his life, Deut 17.19. 1. 5 
And concerning reading Gods word in priuate, obſerue 
theſe directions if thou wouldeſt profite. Firſt, lift vp 

fſthine heart by prayer before thou readeſt. Secondly, 


reade with diligent heede, accordingto that of Math. 
245. Let bim that readeth conſider it. eſire not to reade 


b faſt, but fare. Alſo examine thy ſelfe by that which thou 
readeſt; and ruminate ot meditate, that thou mayeſt ex- 

tract nouriſument and comfort out of that which thou 
readeſt. Thirdly reade the worde in order, not heare a 
Chapter and there a Chapter; but begin at the begin- 
ning of abooke, and leaue it not off vntill by degrees 
thou haſt paſſed through it. Fourthly, if thou readeſt 
a difficult place, take diligent notice of it, that thou 
mayeſt aske the iudgement of others, eſpecially of Gods 
Miniſters, concerning the meaning - 


Fourthly, if tho to worke out thine owne 
4 ſaluation, and not wilfullyto runne vponthine owne de- 


priuate prayer. If thou beeſt a 
? maiſter | 


ſuuction, be diligent 
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8 in the laſt chapter of | 
15. vetſe. Let eucry one aſſo in the fami- 
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TE 
cording to the exam 
| 3 


lie pray apart and in ſecret, according to the examples 
of Dagidand Daniel, which made conſcience to pray | ke 4; 
5 conſtantiy thriſe euery day to wit, morning , euening, > 
A | and at noone, Plal. j 5. 17. Dan.. 10. 
— 14 | - Fiftly and laſtly, if thou deſiteſt to worke out thy | 
| ſaluation, walke warthyofthy holy calling whereunto 
: thou art called. Let thy conuerſation be anſwerable to 3 
thy profeſſion: endeuour to line holily towards God, Jt 
JF hreouſly towards men, and ſoberly concerning ib 1 
1 ſelfe. Thuschou ſhalegloriie God, Goſpell 
| of Chriſt , and purchaceto thy ſclterhrough Gods 
1 from, this time 45 . 
* forth vnto all eternitie. . 
2 + M ail. Amen, Amen. \ | F 
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